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Sexual Harassment Bill Excites 
Female Undergraduates 

emale students in 

Ftertiary institutions 

a c r o s s  t h e 

country have been 

jub i lat ing over  the 

passing of the sexual 

harassment bill by the 

Nigerian senate.

The senate passed the 

Sexual Harassment of 

Students (Prevention 

and Prohibition) Bill, 

2025 (HB.1597), after it 

scaled its third reading 

a n d  a d o p t e d  t h e 

l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r 

c o n c u r r e n c e  l a s t 

Wednesday.

Echonews visited  a few 

institutions, including 

Univers ity of Lagos, 

Lagos State University 

and Yaba College of 

Technology where the 

s tudents  expressed 

their joy that the bill 

when signed to law 

w o u l d  d r a s t i c a l l y 

r e d u c e  s e x u a l 

harassment in schools.  

Rebecca Alo, a 200-

level student of Science 

L a b o r a t o r y 

Technology, YABATECH 

told Echonews that the 

bill when signed to law 

would not only curb 

lecturers from harassing 

students but would also 

stop male students from 

committing the crime.

“We have many of our 

male students that are 

worse than lecturers. 

This is the truth. Many 

people only think of 

lecturers when it comes 

to sexual harassment 

but male students are 

also in the act,” she 

said.

To another student of 

Chemistry Education, 

UNILAG who s imply 

identied herself as 

T o l u ,  s e x u a l  b i l l 

becoming a law i s 

g o o d  b u t  t h e 

enforcement of laws in 

Niger ia has a lways 

b e e n  a  p r o b l e m . 

“Many of  us  nd i t 

difcult to report randy 

lecturers not to talk of 

p r o s e c u t i n g  t h e m . 

What if they ask us to 

bring evidence. The 

enforcement will be 

tough.  Anyway I 'm 

h a p p y  t h a t  o u r 

lawmakers are doing 

something about it,” 

she said.

At least one out of three 

f e m a l e 

u n d e r g r a d u a t e s  i s 

b e i n g  s e x u a l l y 

harassed in Nigeria 

universities, according 

t o  a  s t u d y ,  “  T h e 

Prevalence, Pattern, 

and Percept ion  o f 

F e m a l e 

Undergraduates about 

Sexual Harassment in a 

Tertiary Institution in 

Southwestern Nigeria: 

An Evaluation of the 

National Bill on Sexual 

Harassment”

P u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e 

Nigerian Journal of 

Medicine, the study by 

O l u g b e n g a - B e l l o , 

Adenike Iyanuoluwa; 

Jegede, Oluwatosin 

Samson; Ijitade, Grace; 

Aderinto Nicholas and 

O l a j i d e ,  A b o l a d e 

Oluwatosin  showed 

that a female student 

experienced at least 

one form of sexual 

harassment within the 

university in the past. 

I t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e 

highest perpetrators of 

h a r a s s m e n t  w e r e 

victims' boyfriends and 

that In terms of pattern, 

97 (23.8%), victims of 

sexual harassment had 

at one time or another 

heard of a lecturer, 

staff, or student making 

i n a p p r o p r i a t e  o r 

offensive comments 

about students' bodies 

or appearance in the 

institution; 84 (20.6%) 

have had a personal 

history of a lecturer, 

s ta f f ,  o r  a  s tudent 

asking them for sex or 

outing persistently; and 

6 3  ( 1 5 . 5 % )  h a d 

experienced people 

m a k i n g  s e x u a l l y 

o f f e n s i v e  g e s t u r e s 

toward them in the 

institution. 

Another study by World 

B a n k / “ W o m e n , 

Business &- Law” survey 

reported that 70% of 

female graduates from 

N i g e r i a n  t e r t i a r y 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  h a d 

exper ienced some 

f o r m  o f  s e x u a l 

harassment during their 

academic studies. 

Kunle Awosiyan

Varsity Campus
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Sexual Harassment Bill Excites 
Female Undergraduates 
Between April 2021 

and April 2025, more 

than 50 lecturers 

a c r o s s  N i g e r i a n 

public universities 

and polytechnics 

were indicted or 

d i s m i s s e d  f o r 

a l l e g e d  s e x u a l 

misconduct. 

In 2023 alone, at 

least 15 lecturers 

w e r e  p u b l i c l y 

accused of sexual 

harassment, more 

than in prev ious 

years. 

In a case study of 

ve institutions in the 

S o u t h - W e s t  o f 

Nigeria, a survey 

found that 97% of 

respondents were 

aware of incidents 

o f  s e x u a l 

harassment; in those 

c a s e s ,  9 8 . 8 %  o f 

alleged harassers 

were male lecturers. 

According to the 

ndings of the study, 

certain elements 

are perceived to be 

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h 

sexual harassment 

in universities: these 

include social factor 

(indecent dressing) 

a n d  e c o n o m i c 

factor (poverty). 

T h e s e   n d i n g s 

a p p e a r  t o  b e 

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h 

t h o s e  o f  o t h e r 

s t u d i e s , 

demonstrating that 

sexual harassment 

o f  s t u d e n t s  i s 

frequently caused 

by a variety of social 

f a c t o r s  s u c h  a s 

indecent dressing, 

which together put 

students at risk.

The  s tud ies  a l so 

demonstrated that 

s t u d e n t s '  p o o r 

s o c i o e c o n o m i c 

status is linked to 

sexual harassment 

among university 

s t u d e n t s .  T h i s 

demonstrates the 

importance of a 

s t u d e n t ' s 

h o u s e h o l d ' s 

e c o n o m i c 

c o n d i t i o n  i n 

determining their 

v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o 

sexual harassment.

H o w e v e r ,   t h e 

Nigerian Senate on 

Wednesday passed 

t h e  S e x u a l 

H a r a s s m e n t  o f 

S t u d e n t s 

(P revent ion and 

Prohibition) Bill, 2025 

(HB.1597), after it 

s c a l e d  i t s  t h i r d 

r e a d i n g  a n d 

a d o p t e d  t h e 

l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r 

concurrence. 

The bi l l  makes i t 

c l e a r  t h a t  a n y 

e d u c a t o r  w h o 

commits the most 

serious offences (as 

listed in clauses 4(1), 

4(2) and 4(3)) will 

face imprisonment 

of up to 14 years, 

with a minimum of 5 

y e a r s ,  a n d  n o 

option of a ne. 

Less serious offences 

(under clauses 4(4), 

4(5) and 4(6)) carry 

j a i l  t e r m s  o f 

between 2 and 5 

years, also without 

an option of a ne. 

C o n s e n t  b y  a 

student will not be 

a c c e p t e d  a s  a 

defence in cases 

i n v o l v i n g  a n 

educator-student 

power relationship. 

T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n 

m a n d a t e s  t h e 

establ i shment of 

Independent Sexual 

H a r a s s m e n t 

P r o h i b i t i o n 

C o m m i t t e e s  i n 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d 

permits civil actions 

f o r  b r e a c h  o f 

duciary duty by 

educators. 

The bill is primarily 

focused on tertiary 

e d u c a t i o n a l 

i n s t i t u t i o n s 

( u n i v e r s i t i e s , 

p o l y t e c h n i c s , 

c o l l e g e s  o f 

education). 

T h i s  m a r k s  a 

landmark step in 

Nigeria's efforts to 

c u r b  t h e  l o n g -

reported “sex-for-

g r a d e s ” 

phenomenon and 

widespread sexual 

m i s c o n d u c t  i n 

tertiary institutions. 

The heavy penalties 

a n d  l e g a l 

framework reect a 

strong legis lative 

r e s p o n s e  t o 

d e m a n d s  f o r 

student protection.

However, the bill's 

focus on tert iary 

institutions means 

m a n y  s e t t i n g s 

where harassment 

o c c u r s ,  s u c h  a s 

workp laces  and 

secondary schools 

a re  not  d i rect l y 

covered. Further 

legislation may be 

needed to ll those 

gaps.

O n c e  b o t h 

c h a m b e r s  h a v e 

agreed, it will be 

sent to the President 

f o r  a s s e n t  a n d 

enactment into law.

Institutions will be 

required to set up 

t h e  m a n d a t e d 

committees, and 

compl iance  w i l l 

need monitoring at 

ins t i tut ional  and 

national levels.

Continued from page 2
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T
he Lagos State 
P a r k s  a n d 
G a r d e n s 

Agency (LASPARK) 
h a s  b e e n 
honoured for its 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
sustainability efforts 
dur ing the 25th 
National Women's 
Conference of the 
C o m m i t t e e  o f 
W i v e s  o f  L a g o s 
S t a t e  O f  c i a l s 
(COWLSO), held 
recent ly  at  Eko 
Hotels and Suites, 
V ic to r ia  I s land , 
Lagos.
The recogni t ion 
came through the 
COWLSO Impact 
A w a r d s ,  w h i c h 
c e l e b r a t e d 
ind iv idua l s  and 
ins t i tu t ions  that 
have contributed 
signicantly to the 
development and 
well-being of Lagos 
S t a t e .  L A S P A R K 
r e c e i v e d 
accolades for its 
continuous drive 
towards a cleaner, 
g r e e n e r ,  a n d 
heal th ie r  Lagos 
through innovative 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
initiatives.
T h e  A g e n c y ' s 
initiatives, ranging 
from tree planting 
campaigns, urban 
b e a u t i  c a t i o n 
projects ,  to the 
creation of eco-
f r i e n d l y 
r e c r e a t i o n a l 
spaces, align with 
the vision of the 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
G o v e r n m e n t  t o 
p r o m o t e 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
sustainability and 
climate resilience.
S p e a k i n g  a f t e r 
r e c e i v i n g  t h e 
a w a r d ,  t h e 
General Manager 
of LASPARK, Mrs. 

Adetoun Popoola, 
e x p r e s s e d 
appreciat ion to 
COWLSO and the 
First Lady of Lagos 
State, Dr.  (Mrs.) 
Claudiana Ibijoke 
Sanwo-Olu, who 
a l s o  s e r v e s  a s 
C O W L S O 
Chairman, for the 
recognition.
 She reafrmed the 
A g e n c y ' s 
commi tment  to 
maintaining and 
expanding green 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
across the State.
She noted that the 
a w a r d  w o u l d 
further inspire the 
Agency to intensify 
efforts in promoting 
p u b l i c 
par t ic ipat ion in 
tree planting and 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
protection, in line 
w i t h  t h e  S t a t e 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s 
“Greener Lagos” 
agenda.

M r s .  P o p o o l a 
recalled that the 
agency recently 
played a role in the 
renovation of the 
Boys Correctional, 
Rehabilitation and 
Vocational Training 
Centre in Isheri on 
behalf of COWLSO.
Specical ly,  she 
disclosed that the 
A g e n c y ' s 
contribution was in 
t h e  a r e a  o f 
landscap ing  to 
tree planting, a 
basketball court, 
an outdoor gym, 
r e c r e a t i o n a l 
equipment, park 
benches,  waste 
b i n s  a n d  a 
beautiful mural to 
welcome visitors 
into the centre. It 
aims to create an 
environment that 
f o s t e r s  g r o w t h , 
h e a l i n g  a n d 
empowerment.
T h e  2 5 t h 
anniversary edition 

of  the COWLSO 
National Women's 
Conference, with 
t h e  t h e m e 
“Building Legacy, 
S t r e n g t h e n i n g 
Institutions”, was 
g r a c e d  b y 
Governor Babajide 
Oluso la  Sanwo-
O l u ,  t o p 
g o v e r n m e n t 
ofcials, dignitaries, 
a n d  d e l e g a t e s 
from within and 
outside Lagos.
T h e  e v e n t  a l s o 
witnessed several 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
r e c o g n i t i o n s , 
e m p o w e r i n g 
discussions, and 
the presentation of 
s t a r  p r i z e s , 
including a new 
home and a GAC 
pickup truck, to 
lucky participants, 
a s  C O W L S O 
c e l e b r a t e d  2 5 
years of impact 
a n d  s e r v i c e  t o 
humanity.

T
he Lagos State 

Vehicle Inspection 

Service (VIS) has 

concluded a three-

day leadership and 

c a p a c i t y - b u i l d i n g 

workshop for its senior 

o f  c e r s  a n d  z o n a l 

heads to enhance 

p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m , 

empathy, and public 

trust in service delivery.

The training, themed 

“ B e h i n d  t h e  V I O 

Badge: Transforming 

Perceptions, Building 

Trust,” was organised in 

collaboration with the 

C iv i l i t y  In s t i tu te  of 

Nigeria and focused on 

equipping ofcers with 

modern leadership, 

emotional intelligence, 

a n d  e t h i c a l 

communication skills.

Director of VIS in Lagos, 

Engr .  Ak in -George 

F a s h o l a  s a i d  t h e 

t ra in ing  marked  a 

signicant step in the 

S e r v i c e ' s  r e f o r m 

agenda to rebu i ld 

condence in the VIS 

brand and ensure that 

ofcers project civility 

and professionalism in 

their daily operations. 

“We want our ofcers 

to be ambassadors of 

safety, discipline, and 

i n t e g r i t y .  T h i s 

programme reinforces 

the values that dene 

our identity behind the 

uniform,” he added.

According to him, the 

initiative was part of the 

agency's reform efforts 

to reposition VIS as a 

p e o p l e - c e n t r e d 

institution. He noted 

that the Lagos State 

Government remains 

committed to building 

a  d i s c i p l i n e d , 

r e s p o n s i v e ,  a n d 

s e r v i c e - d r i v e n 

workforce within its 

t r a n s p o r t 

management sector.

VIS Charts New Course 
Towards Professionalism  

 COWLSO Recognises LASPARK'S 
 Greener Initiative 
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LASURA Commences Second Batch 
Enumeration For Oworo Property Owners

T
he Lagos State 

Urban Renewal 

Agency (LASURA) 

has commenced the 

s e c o n d  b a t c h  o f 

e n u m e r a t i o n  f o r 

p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s 

a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e 

O w o r o n s h o k i 

regeneration exercise. 

This exercise, which 

began on November 3, 

2025, aims to capture 

additional residents 

who were not included 

in the rst round. The 

e n u m e r a t i o n  t o o k 

place at the Oloworo 

palace in Oworonshoki, 

w i t h  L A S U R A  s t a f f , 

community leaders, 

and security agencies 

in attendance.

The General Manager 

of  LASURA, Tpl/Esv. 

Oladimeji Animashaun, 

said Governor Babajide 

S a n w o - O l u  i s 

c o m m i t t e d  t o 

c o m p e n s a t i n g 

a f f e c t e d  p r o p e r t y 

o w n e r s .  H e 

c o m m e n d e d  t h e 

G o v e r n o r ' s 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o 

keeping promises, as 

evidenced by earlier 

p a y m e n t  o f 

compensation to 79 

displaced residents in 

the rst round. 

A n i m a s h a u n  a l s o 

appreciated the efforts 

of the Special Adviser 

on E-GIS and Urban 

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  D r 

Olaj ide Babatunde, 

and the Permanent 

Secretary, Ofce of 

Urban Development, 

Arc Gbolahan Oki, for 

their involvement.

T h e  e n u m e r a t i o n 

e x e r c i s e  r e q u i r e s 

affected residents to 

s u b m i t  r e l e v a n t 

documents, including 

L A S S R A  I D  c a r d s , 

passport photographs, 

land receipts or deeds 

of conveyance, and 

b a n k  d e t a i l s .  A 

committee comprising 

L A S U R A  s t a f f , 

community leaders, 

and representatives of 

affected residents will 

verify the documents, 

after which cheques 

will be presented to 

deserving residents.

Representat ives  o f 

FCMB were also present 

f o r  o n - s i t e  b a n k 

opening for those who 

do not have a bank 

account to facilitate 

payment. 

Residents, who spoke 

about the exercise, 

p r a i s e d  G o v e r n o r 

Sanwo-Olu and the 

LASURA team for their 

d i l i g e n c e  a n d 

f a i t h f u l n e s s  i n 

executing the exercise. 

T h e y  e x p r e s s e d 

g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e 

g o v e r n m e n t ' s 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o 

c o m p e n s a t i n g 

a f f e c t e d  p r o p e r t y 

owners.

 DSVA Inaugurates Community Dialogue Committee 

I
n its continuous 
e f f o r t  t o 
s t r e n g t h e n 

c o m m u n i t y 
structures for the 
prevent ion and 
response to Sexual 
a n d  G e n d e r -
Based Violence 
(SGBV), the Lagos 
S tate  Domest ic 
a n d  S e x u a l 
Violence Agency 
(DSVA), through its 
C o m m u n i t y 
E n g a g e m e n t 
T e a m ,  h a s 
i n a u g u r a t e d 
C o m m u n i t y 
D i a l o g u e 
Committee (CDC) 
m e m b e r s  f r o m 
K o s o f e  L o c a l 
Government Area 
(LGA) at the Lagos 
DSVA Kosofe Sub 
Ofce.
The Community 
D i a l o g u e 
C o m m i t t e e 
i n i t i a t i v e  i s 
d e s i g n e d  t o 
e m p o w e r 

communit ies  to 
r e c o g n i s e , 
respond to, and 
refer cases of SGBV 
a p p r o p r i a t e l y , 
ensuring a more 
coordinated and 
e f f e c t i v e 
g r a s s r o o t s 
r e s p o n s e 
mechanism across 
Lagos State.
The session began 
w i t h  o p e n i n g 
remarks from Chief 
Adekoya Adesina, 
Chairman of Ikosi-

I s h e r i ,  w h o 
commended the 
Lagos DSVA for its 
c o n t i n u o u s 
d e d i c a t i o n  t o 
curbing SGBV and 
f o s t e r i n g  s a f e r 
communities.
D u r i n g  t h e 
engagement, Mr. 
T o s i n  A k i n d e 
s e n s i t i s e d 
participants on the 
various forms of 
abuse, preventive 
s t r a t e g i e s , 
available support 

services, and the 
legal implications 
o f  S G B V .  M r . 
Adeleke Adenuga 
further highlighted 
t h e  r o l e s  a n d 
responsibilities of 
CDC member s , 
w h i c h  i n c l u d e 
f a c i l i t a t i n g 
c o m m u n i t y 
dialogue on SGBV, 
p r o v i d i n g 
immediate support 
t o  s u r v i v o r s , 
ident i fy ing and 
r e f e r r i n g  c a s e s 

a p p r o p r i a t e l y , 
m a i n t a i n i n g 
p r o p e r 
documentation, 
a n d  s e r v i n g  a s 
l i a i s o n  o f  c e r s 
b e t w e e n  t h e 
community and 
DSVA.
T h e  n e w l y 
inaugurated CDC 
members include 
representat ives 
f rom Ikos i - I sher i 
L C D A :  C h i e f 
Adekoya Adesina, 
Mrs. Adisa Ajoke, 
Mr. Ahmed Idowu, 
M r .  I y a n d a 
Taofeek, and Chief 
M r s .  O y e b a n j i 
Chr i s t iana;  and 
from Agboyi-Ketu 
LCDA: Engr. B. A. 
Badejo and Chief 
M r s .  T i t i 
Adebowale.
I n  h i s  c l o s i n g 
r e m a r k s ,  M r . 
Oluwatobi Ikudaisi, 
Supervisor, Lagos 
DSVA Kosofe Sub 
Ofce, expressed 

appreciation to 
the participants for 
t h e i r  a c t i v e 
involvement and 
u r g e d  t h e m  t o 
continue reporting 
cases of abuse. He 
assured that the 
Kosofe DSVA Sub 
O f  c e  r e m a i n s 
o p e n  a n d 
a c c e s s i b l e  f o r 
walk-in reports and 
p r o v i d e d  t h e 
c o n t a c t  l i n e : 
09033435494.
P a r t i c i p a n t s 
e x p r e s s e d 
gratitude to the 
Lagos DSVA for its 
p r o a c t i v e 
c o m m u n i t y 
engagement and 
p l e d g e d  t h e i r 
c o n t i n u e d 
collaboration to 
promote a zero-
tolerance culture 
fo r  a l l  fo rms  of 
S e x u a l  a n d 
G e n d e r - B a s e d 
Vio lence with in 
their communities.
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LSMTL Solicits Women's Support 
at COWLSO conference  
T

he Lagos State 
M a t e r i a l s 
T e s t i n g 

Laboratory Agency 
has taken its ght 
a g a i n s t  B u i l d i n g 
C o l l a p s e ,  u s i n g 
women as part of a 
strategic move in 
curbing persistent 
structural failures, 
across the Lagos 
Metropolis.
Speaking during a 
p l e n a r y  s e s s i o n 
themed: “Women 
a s  P a r t n e r s  i n 
Ensuring Safe and 
Secure Communities 
t h r o u g h 
C o n s t r u c t i o n 
Materials Testing”, at 
the COWLSO 2025 
National Women's 
Conference,  the 
General Manager of 
L S M T L ,  E n g r . 
O l a y i n k a  Ab d u l , 
issued a clarion call 
to the Women of 
Lagos ,  implor ing 
them to become the 
S t a t e ' s  f r o n t l i n e 
sentinel in the ght 
aga ins t  bu i ld ing 
collapse.
She informed that 
the safety of the Built 

Environment is not 
just an Engineering 
issue, but a critical 
C o m m u n i t y  a n d 
Family issue, saying 
“ E v e r y  B u i l d i n g 
C o l l a p s e  i s  a 
profound tragedy 
where lives are lost, 
f a m i l i e s  a r e 
s h a t t e r e d ,  a n d 
communit ies  are 
devastated, whose 
root cause often lies 
beneath the surface 
o f  s u b s t a n d a r d 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
m a t e r i a l s .  W e 
c a n n o t  b u i l d  a 
#Greater Lagos on a 
weak foundation, 
but on established 
articulated details to 
foster longstanding 
structures of quality ”
The presentat ion 
d e t a i l e d  t h e 
“invisible enemy” of 
s u b s t a n d a r d 
material, including 
w e a k  c o n c r e t e , 
brittle steel, poor soil 
and sa l ty  water , 
w h i c h  c o r r o d e 
mate r ia l s  to  fa i l 
silently, over time.
Speaking further at 
the gathering, Engr. 

Abdul posit ioned 
LSMTL as the State's 
scientic guardian, 
testing, certifying, 
a n d  e n f o r c i n g 
Material Standards 
to ensure safety, 
h i g h l i g h t i n g 
signicant aws to 
look out for, such as 
spalling, cracks and 
dampness around 
walls that are often 
overlooked, thus, 

inducing collapse as 
time progresses.
S h e  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
Agency cannot be 
e v e r y w h e r e  a t 
once. This is where 
you come in ,  as 
women who play 
their primary roles of 
p r o t e c t i n g  o u r 
C o m m u n i t i e s  a s 
C a r e g i v e r s , 
C o m m u n i t y 
organisers, as well as 

w a t c h i n g  t h e i r 
surroundings against 
i n d i c a t o r s  o f 
collapse.”
“ Y o u  a r e  n o t 
e x p e c t e d  t o  b e 
Engineers, you are 
o u r  C o m m u n i t y 
sentinels. You have 
the vested interest 
and the power to 
ask questions and 
demand answers in 
e d u c a t i n g  y o u r 

n e i g h b o u r s .  F o r 
tested materials. At 
o n g o i n g 
construction around 
you, even as you 
enquire if the soil, 
concrete, and steel 
have been tested 
and cer t i ed by 
LSMTL, or possibly 
r e p o r t  p o t e n t i a l 
violations through 
dedicated channels 
of the Agency”,

Law Reform Commission Strengthens Fiscal Foundation  

T
he Lagos State 
L a w  R e f o r m 
Commission has 

r e a f  r m e d  i t s 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
strengthening the 
S t a t e ' s   s c a l 
foundation through 
m o d e r n , 
t ransparent,  and 
f u t u r e - d r i v e n 
legislation.
Th is  commitment 
was showcased at 
the Engagement 
F o r u m  o n 
A d v a n c i n g  t h e 
S t a t e ' s  F i s c a l 
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y 
T h r o u g h  L a w 
R e f o r m ,  w h i c h 
c o n v e n e d  k e y 

stakeholders across 
L a g o s '   s c a l 
ecosystem.
I n  h e r  w e l c o m e 
r e m a r k s ,  t h e 
Executive Secretary, 
M r s .  O l u y e m i s i 
O g u n l o l a , 
emphasized that 
“ law reform i s  a 
catalyst for scal 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , ” 
noting that Lagos 
must modernize and 
h a r m o n i z e  i t s 
revenue laws  to 
sustain growth in a 
rap id ly  evo lv ing 
m e g a c i t y .  S h e 
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e 
need to  d ig i t i ze 
revenue systems, 

b l o c k  l e a k a g e s , 
broaden the tax 
base, and deepen 
i n t e r - a g e n c y 
coordination.
Delivering a keynote 
address, the Hon. 
Attorney-General 
and Commissioner 
for Justice, Mr. Lawal 
P e d r o  ( S A N ) , 
r e i t e r a t e d  t h e 
commitment of the 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
G o v e r n m e n t  t o 
p romot ing  good 
g o v e r n a n c e 
through efc ient 
and robust legal 
f r a m e w o r k s .  H e 
underscored the 
v i ta l  par tner sh ip 

between the Ministry 
o f  J u s t i c e , 
LAWRECOM, and 
the Ofce of the 
Special Adviser on 
T a x a t i o n  a n d 
Revenue.
The Special Adviser 
on Taxat ion and 
Revenue, Mr. Abdul-
K a b i r  O p e y e m i 
O g u n g b o , 
d e s c r i b e d   s c a l 
sustainability as “the 
lifeblood of effective 
g o v e r n a n c e , ” 
stressing that well-
crafted laws and 
regulatory reforms 
a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o 
s e c u r i n g  L a g o s 
State's economic 

future.
The Guest Speaker, 
Professor Emmanuel 
E. Okon, Director of 
Research at  the 
Nigerian Institute of 
Advanced Legal 
Studies, stated that 
“scal sustainability 
begins with legal 
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y , ” 
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e 
indispensable role of 
st rong legal  and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
f r a m e w o r k s  i n 
supporting modern 
scal policy.
The engagement 
which was held at 
the STATE TREASURY 
O F F I C E  ( S T O ) 

RESOURCE CENTER, 
Alausa, Ikeja, on 
M o n d a y  2 0 t h  o f 
October 2025, aligns 
with the THEMES+ 
Agenda and SDG 16 
(Peace, Justice, and 
Strong Institutions), 
reinforcing Lagos 
State's commitment 
t o  b u i l d i n g  a 
t r a n s p a r e n t , 
accountable, and 
future-ready scal 
system.
The Commission will 
continue to engage, 
col laborate, and 
innovate—because 
Lagos must not only 
grow; it must lead.
The future is Lagos.
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OLÓKUN 2025 Festival: Lagos 
Applauds Rich Cultural Heritage

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g GOVT  NEWS

h e  L a g o s TS t a t e 
Government 

has  jo ined the 
organisers  and 
part ic ipants  to 
m a r k  t h e  2 0 2 5 
O l ó k u n  W o r l d 
Festival, a vibrant 
ce leb ra t ion  o f 
Yoruba heritage, 
sp i r i tual i ty  and 
cultural unity.
In l ine with the 
S t a t e ' s 
u n w a v e r i n g 
commitment to 
c u l t u r a l 
sustainability, the 
S t a t e 
G o v e r n m e n t 
commends the 
i n n o v a t i v e 
m i l e s t o n e 
achieved by the 
festival organisers 
with the unveiling 

of Kakanfo Fál�lá 
B e a c h s i d e , 
located along the 
B a d a g r y 
E x p r e s s w a y , 
S e m e - B o r d e r 
Lagos State. The 
landmark event 
o v e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0 
adherents  and 
attendees from 
a c r o s s  N i g e r i a 
and the global 
diaspora.
Representing the 
S t a t e 
Government, Mr. 
Idowu Johnson, 
CEO of the Lagos 
State Council for 
Arts and Culture, 
r e a f  r m e d  t h e 
administration's 
d e d i c a t i o n  t o 
preserv ing and 
p r o m o t i n g 
i n d i g e n o u s 

traditions, saying 
“Culture is our soul, 
while heritage is 
our compass” he 
declared.
He emphasised 
that in the vibrant 
tapestry of Lagos, 
cultural heritage is 
not a relic of the 
past but a living 
force that shapes 
identity, fosters 
unity, and inspires 
innovation. Under 
t h e  v i s i o n a r y 
leadership of Mr. 
Babajide Olusola 
Sanwo-Olu, Lagos 
continues to make 
bold strides in the 
p r e s e n t a t i o n , 
p r e s e r v a t i o n , 
propagation, and 
p r o t e c t i o n  o f 
cultural heritage.
Speaking at the 

event, Iba Gani 
Adams, the Aare 
Ona Kakanfo of 
Y o r u b a l a n d , 
highl ighted the 
s t r a t e g i c 
relocation of the 
f e s t i v a l  t o  t h e 
newly developed 
Kakanfo Fál�lá 
Beach, designed 
to accommodate 
large crowds and 
e l e v a t e  t h e 
festival's global 
a p p e a l .  T h e 
beachside venue 
offers a scenic 
and expans ive 
s e t t i n g  f o r 
p e r f o r m a n c e s , 
r i t u a l s ,  a n d 
exhibitions.
He also reafrmed 
his commitment to 
cultural tourism 
t h r o u g h  t h e 

development of 
the Olókun Beach 
Resort, a personal 
c o n t r i b u t i o n 
a i m e d  a t 
positioning Lagos 
a s  a  l e a d i n g 
tou r i sm hub  in 
Africa.  
 “Culture drives 
t o u r i s m , ”  h e 
s t a t e d , 
underscoring the 
v i t a l  r o l e  o f 
h e r i t a g e  i n 
economic and 
s o c i a l 
development.
T h e  r e s o r t , 
currently under 
development, will 
f e a t u r e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l -
standard facilities 
to serve Olókun 
d i v i n i t y 
w o r s h i p p e r s , 

c u l t u r a l 
adherents, and 
global visitors. It is 
e x p e c t e d  t o 
b e c o m e  a 
b e a c o n  o f 
c u l t u r a l 
c e l e b r a t i o n , 
spiritual reection, 
and international 
e n g a g e m e n t , 
enriching Lagos 
S tate ' s  tou r i sm 
landscape.
The event  was 
graced by high-
prole dignitaries, 
including Oba De-
Wheno Aholu Toyi 
I ,  the Akran of 
B a d a g r y , 
alongside over 30 
traditional rulers 
a n d  c u l t u r a l 
custodians from 
a c r o s s  N i g e r i a 
and the diaspora.
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administrators, staff 
and students for 
the achievements 
s o  f a r ,  w h i l e 
encouraging them 
to continue to strive 
f o r  g r e a t e r 
achievements.
H e  a l s o 
congratulated all 
award recipients 
f o r  t h e i r 
r e m a r k a b l e 
performance and 
urged them not to 
r e l e n t  i n  t h e i r 
p u r s u i t  o f 
e x c e l l e n c e , 
reminding them 
t h a t  g r e a t e r 
heights await those 
w h o  r e m a i n 
d i l i g e n t  a n d 
committed to their 
goals. He stated:
“ E v e r y  a c t  o f 
e x c e l l e n c e 
des e rv es  to  b e 
celebrated. When 
we honour hard 
work, we inspire 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g MINISTRY

T
h e  T u t o r -

General/Perm
a n e n t 

S e c r e t a r y , 
Education District 
I I ,  Mr  Omotayo 
Layemo Sanni was 
the Chief Host at 
the Awards and 
Prize Giving Day 
Ceremony of Eva 
Adelaja Junior and 
S e n i o r  G i r l s ' 
S e c o n d a r y 
Schools.
T h e  e v e n t , 
t h e m e d : 
“Honouring Efforts, 
E m b r a c i n g 
G r o w t h : 
E m p o w e r i n g 
Future Leaders,” 
was organised to 
r e c o g n i s e  t h e 
e x c e p t i o n a l 
contr ibutions of 
both teaching and 
n o n - t e a c h i n g 
staff, as well as to 
c e l e b r a t e  t h e 
achievements of 

TG/PS of  Education District  II 
Celebrates Outstanding Students, Staff 

o u t s t a n d i n g 
students in the 
schools.
Recall that Eva 
A d e l a j a  G i r l s 
Junior Secondary 
School won the 
Y e a r  2 0 2 4 
President Award 
o f  B e s t  J u n i o r 
School in Nigeria 
and the Year 2025 
O u t s t a n d i n g 
E d u c a t i o n a l 
Institution by the 
N a t i o n a l 
P r o d u c t i v i t y 
Centre,  Abuja. 
Also, Eva Adelaja 
S e n i o r  G i r l s 
Secondary School 
emerged as the 
S e c o n d  B e s t 
Senior Secondary 
School in Nigeria 
a t  t h e  2 0 2 5 
President Award 
of Excellence.
T h e  T G / P S 
commended the 
s c h o o l 

others to strive for 
greatness and build 
a  c u l t u r e  o f 
c o n t i n u o u s 
growth.”
The Guest Speaker, 
Mr. Taok Gbadebo 
Aj ibade,  ret i red 
Head of Education 
Quality Assurance, 
commended the 
o r g a n i s e r s  f o r 
upholding a culture 
of recognition and 
e x c e l l e n c e .  H e 
n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 
programme was 
d e s i g n e d  t o 
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e 
efforts of both staff 
and students who 
have distinguished 
themselves through 
d i s c i p l i n e , 
d i l i g e n c e ,  a n d 
determination.
Speaking further, 
M r .  A j i b a d e 
appreciated the 
teachers for their 
commitment and 

d e d i c a t i o n , 
say ing:  "Thank 
y o u  f o r  y o u r 
t i reless efforts . 
You labour daily 
to plant seeds of 
k n o w l e d g e , 
character and 
condence  in 
t h e s e  y o u n g 
m i n d s .  Y o u r 
sacrices are not 
unnoticed.”
The Principals of 
both the Junior 
a n d  S e n i o r 
S c h o o l s 
e x p r e s s e d 
p r o f o u n d 
appreciation to 
the TG/PS and 
the Educat ion 
District for their 
c o n t i n u o u s 
s u p p o r t  a n d 
encouragement. 
T h e y 
acknowledged 
that the District's 
commitment to 
staff motivation 

a n d  s t u d e n t 
development has 
been instrumental 
i n  s u s t a i n i n g  a 
c u l t u r e  o f 
excellence in the 
schools.
In closing, the event 
f e a t u r e d  t h e 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f 
a w a r d s  t o 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
s t u d e n t s , 
d e d i c a t e d 
t e a c h e r s ,  a n d 
exempla ry  non-
teaching staff. The 
colourful ceremony 
a l so  showcased 
c u l t u r a l 
p e r f o r m a n c e s , 
music, and poetry 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s , 
m a k i n g  i t  a 
m e m o r a b l e 
celebration of hard 
work, achievement, 
a n d  s h a r e d 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
e d u c a a t i o n a l 
excellence.
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a s  a c t i v e 
contributors to the 
State's vision of a 
#Greater Lagos.
He noted that the 
StartRight Lagos 
Programme aligns 
w i t h  G o v e r n o r 
Babajide Olusola 
S a n w o - O l u ' s 
admin i s t rat ion ' s 
strategic focus on 
e m p o w e r i n g 
residents through 
capacity building, 
innovation, and 
enterprise support.
Mr. Ajigbotafe said: 
“Our goal is to raise 
a new generation 
of business-minded 
Lagosians who will 
not only create 
w e a l t h  f o r 
themselves but also 
g e n e r a t e 
opportunities for 
others .  Th rough 
i n i t i a t i v e s  l i k e 
StartRight Lagos, 
we are providing 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g MINISTRY

T
he Lagos State 
Commissioner 
f o r  W e a l t h 

C r e a t i o n  a n d 
Employment, Mr. 
A k i n y e m i 
A j i g b o t a f e  h a s 
r e i t e r a t e d  t h e 
commitment  of 
t h e  S t a t e 
Government  to 
p r o m o t i n g 
i n n o v a t i o n , 
c reat i v i t y ,  and 
e n t e r p r i s e 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
a m o n g  y o u n g 
p e o p l e  a s  a 
p a t h w a y  t o 
sustainable wealth 
c r e a t i o n  a n d 
economic growth.
The Commissioner 
made this known 
d u r i n g  t h e 
StartRight Lagos 
Entrepreneurship 
Boot Camp held at 
t h e  L a g o s 
C h a m b e r  o f 
Commerce and 
Industry (LCCI) , 

Lagos Commissioner Advocates 
Innovation At Boot Camp  

Ikeja, where he 
was represented 
by the Permanent 
Secretary,  Mrs . 
Lolade Aina.
The Boot Camp is 
a continuation of 
t h e  S t a r t R i g h t 
L a g o s 
Entrepreneurship 
P r o g r a m m e , 
launched a few 
weeks ago by the 
Ministry, to equip 
a s p i r i n g 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s 
w i t h  p r a c t i c a l 
skills, mentorship, 
a n d  e x p o s u r e 
needed to build 
v i a b l e  a n d 
c o m p e t i t i v e 
businesses.
The Honourable 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
commended the 
participants for 
their enthusiasm 
a n d 
determinat ion, 
describing them 

young people with 
t h e  t o o l s , 
mentorship, and 
access they need 
t o  s u c c e e d  i n 
today's dynamic 
b u s i n e s s 
environment.”
According to him, 
the Ministry remains 
c o m m i t t e d  t o 
supporting youth-
l e d  e n t e r p r i s e s 
across all sectors, 
s t r e s s i n g  t h a t 
entrepreneurship is 
a critical driver of 
Lagos' economic 
resilience and long-
term prosperity.
He further afrmed: 
“Lagos is a land of 
opportunities, and 
the Government 
w i l l  cont inue to 
create the r ight 
environment where 
i n n o v a t i o n  a n d 
h a r d  w o r k  a r e 
r e w a r d e d .  W e 
b e l i e v e  t h a t 

empowering our 
youth is the most 
sustainable way 
t o  s e c u r e  t h e 
f u t u r e  o f  o u r 
economy.”
H e  a l s o 
appreciated the 
f a c i l i t a t o r s , 
p a r t n e r s ,  a n d 
resource persons 
w h o s e 
collaboration has 
strengthened the 
impact  of  the 
StartRight Lagos 
Entrepreneurship 
P r o g r a m m e , 
e n c o u r a g i n g 
participants to 
a p p l y  t h e 
k n o w l e d g e 
gained to build 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
enterprises that 
contribute to the 
growth of Lagos.
The Founder and 
C E O  o f  T h e 
Nanny Academy 
L a g o s ,  M r s . 

A m a r a  A g b i m , 
r e n o w n e d  f o r 
establishing the rst 
formal training and 
c e r t i  c a t i o n 
i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r 
n a n n i e s , 
housekeepers, and 
c a r e g i v e r s  i n 
Nigeria, was also 
present to share her 
i n s p i r i n g 
e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l 
j o u r n e y  a n d 
e x p e r i e n c e s 
building The Nanny 
Academy brand.
The StartRight Lagos 
Entrepreneurship 
Boot Camp forms 
part of the State 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s 
ongoing efforts to 
p r o m o t e  y o u t h 
e m p o w e r m e n t , 
r e d u c e 
u n e m p l o y m e n t , 
and build a thriving 
e c o s y s t e m  f o r 
i n n o v a t i o n  a n d 
b u s i n e s s 
development.
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L a y e w o  S a n n i , 

warmly received 

the winners, their 

t e a c h e r s ,  a n d 

Principals at the 

D i s t r i c t 

Headquarters to 

ce leb ra te  the i r 

o u t s t a n d i n g 

achievements. He 

commended the 

students for their 

c r e a t i v i t y  a n d 

dedication, saying: 

“Th i s  event  has 

showcased your 

t a l e n t  a n d  t h e 

efforts you have 

put into your work. I 

p r a y  t h a t  G o d 

continues to crown 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g MINISTRY

E
d u c a t i o n 

District II has 

once again 

d e m o n s t r a t e d 

excellence as its 

s tudent s  shone 

brilliantly at the Eko 

Schools Arts and 

Craft Competition 

organised by the 

L a g o s  S t a t e 

Ministry of Basic 

and Secondary 

Education.

Adedoyin Is rael 

T o b i  f r o m 

G o v e r n m e n t 

J u n i o r  M o d e l 

College, Owutu, 

Ikorodu, took the 

rst position in the 

Pupils of Education District II Excel 
at Eko Schools Arts Contest 

junior category, 

whi le Kolawole 

Jubril from Ikorodu 

Junior Grammar 

School clinched 

second position. 

I n  t h e  s e n i o r 

category, Mariam 

Omolewa f rom 

O r i w u  S e n i o r 

Model  Col lege 

s e c u r e d  t h i r d 

p l a c e , 

s h o w c a s i n g 

c r e a t i v i t y  a n d 

artistic brilliance.

T h e  T u t o r -

General/Perman

ent Secretary of 

Education District 

II, Mr. Omotayo 

your efforts with 

s u c c e s s .  T h i s 

r e m a r k a b l e 

achievement is only 

the beginning -  you 

h a v e  n o t  y e t 

r e a c h e d  y o u r 

zenith. Continue to 

put in more effort 

and keep soaring 

higher.”

H e  a l s o 

appreciated their 

t e a c h e r s  a n d 

s c h o o l 

administrators for 

t h e i r  c o n s i s t e n t 

g u i d a n c e  a n d 

m e n t o r s h i p , 

r e a f  r m i n g  t h e 

D i s t r i c t ' s 

commitment to 

n u r t u r i n g 

creat iv i ty  and 

p r o m o t i n g 

e x c e l l e n c e 

among students.

“You are highly 

appreciated for 

a job well done. 

G o d  h a s 

c rowned you r 

efforts with the 

s u c c e s s 

r e c o r d e d  b y 

these students. I 

u r g e  y o u  t o 

c o n t i n u e 

nurturing them in 

the area of arts 

a n d  c r a f t s 

because it is a 

v iable eld that 

c o n t r i b u t e s  t o 

h u m a n 

development and 

t h e  e c o n o m i c 

g r o w t h  o f  o u r 

community”, the 

TG/PS remarked.

Th is  outstanding 

performance once 

again underscores 

Education District II's 

t r a d i t i o n  o f 

excellence and its 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o 

p roduc ing we l l -

rounded students 

who excel not only 

academically but 

also in creativity, 

innovation, and skill 

development.
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want every student 
here to understand 
that their dreams 
a r e  v a l i d  a n d 
achievable with 
hard work and the 
right support”, she 
said.
T h r o u g h  t h e 
project, over 200 
students received 
v i t a l  l e a r n i n g 
materials to aid 
t h e i r  s t u d i e s , 
a l o n g s i d e 
i n t e r a c t i v e 
mentorship sessions 
that encouraged 
g o a l  s e t t i n g , 
resilience, and a 
commi tment  to 
personal growth.
Representing the 
E x e c u t i v e 
Secretary of the 
A c a d e m y ,  M r s . 
A y i s a t  A g b a j e -
O k u n a d e ,  t h e 
D i r e c t o r  o f 
Administration and 
Human Resources, 
M r .  A b i o d u n 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g MINISTRY

T
h e  A l u m n i 
Association of 
t h e  L a t e e f 

J a k a n d e 
L e a d e r s h i p 
Academy (LJLA) 
has launched the 
“Stay in School 
P r o j e c t ”  a 
c o m m u n i t y 
impact initiative 
d e s i g n e d  t o 
s u p p o r t  2 0 0 
s t u d e n t s  o f 
Comprehens ive 
H i g h  S c h o o l , 
A l a p e r e ,  w i t h 
essential learning 
m a t e r i a l s , 
mentorship, and 
life skills training. 
T h e  p r o j e c t 
exempl ied the 
A c a d e m y ' s 
e n d u r i n g 
commitment to 
n u r t u r i n g 
leadership through 
s e r v i c e  a n d 
e m p o w e r i n g 
young people to 
achieve their full 
potential.

LJLA Alumni Inspire 200 Students 
Through “Stay In School” Project 

Speaking at the 
e v e n t ,  M r s . 
Adepeju Balogun-
Awe, President of 
the LJLA Alumni 
A s s o c i a t i o n , 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
i n i t i a t i v e  a s  a 
reection of the 
Academy's vision 
to raise leaders 
who give back to 
society through 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
c o m m u n i t y 
impact.
“ T h e  S t a y  i n 
School Project is 
m o r e  t h a n  a 
donation drive; it is 
o u r  w a y  o f 
investing in the 
next generation. 
E v e r y  p e n c i l , 
notebook,  and 
mentoring session 
is a seed we are 
planting to inspire 
e x c e l l e n c e , 
d isc ip l ine,  and 
purpose in these 
young minds. We 

O d u y e b o , 
commended the 
Alumni Association 
for exemplifying the 
spirit of service that 
d e  n e s  t h e 
Academy.
“ T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e 
captures the true 
essence of LJLA. We 
train leaders who 
not only excel in 
their elds but also 
return to uplift their 
communities. What 
our alumni have 
d o n e  t o d a y 
r e i n f o r c e s  t h e 
Academy's mission 
to build a network 
o f  l e a d e r s  w h o 
transform lives”, he 
stated.
He further noted 
that the Academy 
remains committed 
t o  s u p p o r t i n g 
a l u m n i - l e d 
i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t 
p r o m o t e 
education, civic 
engagement, and 

y o u t h 
e m p o w e r m e n t 
across Lagos State 
and beyond.
The event  a l so 
f e a t u r e d 
m e n t o r s h i p 
e n g a g e m e n t s 
w h e r e  a l u m n i 
members shared 
t h e i r  p e r s o n a l 
experiences and 
l e s s o n s  i n 
l e a d e r s h i p , 
e n c o u r a g i n g 
students to stay 
focused, pursue 
excellence, and 
c o n t r i b u t e 
p o s i t i v e l y  t o 
society.
O n e  o f  t h e 
b e n e  c i a r i e s , 
M o s u n m o l a 
A k i n w u n b i ,  a 
Senior Secondary 
School III student, 
e x p r e s s e d  h e r 
excitement and 
gratitude. “I am 
really happy that 

they came to talk 
to us and give us 
these mater ials . 
Sometimes it feels 
like nobody sees 
our struggles, but 
t o d a y  I  f e e l 
e n c o u r a g e d .  I 
have learned that 
leadership starts 
from believing in 
yourself and doing 
your best  every 
day”, she said.
The “Stay in School 
Project” forms part 
of the LJLA Alumni's 
broader mission to 
a d v a n c e 
educational equity 
and community 
development. The 
i n i t i a t i v e 
underscores the 
Academy's core 
b e l i e f  t h a t 
leadership begins 
with service and 
that meaningful 
change starts with 
empowering the 
next generation.
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w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g GOVT

T
h e  L a g o s 

S t a t e 

M a t e r i a l s 

Testing Laboratory 

Agency has taken 

i ts  ght against 

Building Collapse, 

using women as 

part of a strategic 

move in curbing 

p e r s i s t e n t 

structural failures, 

across the Lagos 

Metropolis.
Speaking during a 

p lenary  sess ion 

themed: “Women 

a s  P a r t n e r s  i n 

Ensuring Safe and 

S e c u r e 

C o m m u n i t i e s 

t h r o u g h 

C o n s t r u c t i o n 

Materials Testing”, 

at the COWLSO 

LSMTL Solicits Women's Support at 
COWLSO conference  

2 0 2 5  N a t i o n a l 

W o m e n ' s 

Conference, the 

General Manager 

of  LSMTL,  Engr . 

Olayinka Abdul, 

issued a clarion 

call to the Women 

o f  L a g o s , 

imploring them to 

b e c o m e  t h e 

State's frontl ine 

sentinel in the ght 

against building 

collapse.
She informed that 

the safety of the 

Built Environment is 

n o t  j u s t  a n 

Engineering issue, 

b u t  a  c r i t i c a l 

Community and 

F a m i l y  i s s u e , 

s a y i n g  “ E v e r y 

Building Collapse 

i s  a  p r o f o u n d 

t r a g e d y  w h e r e 

l i v e s  a r e  l o s t , 

f a m i l i e s  a r e 

s h a t t e r e d ,  a n d 

communities are 

d e v a s t a t e d , 

whose root cause 

often lies beneath 

t h e  s u r f a c e  o f 

s u b s t a n d a r d 

c o n s t r u c t i o n 

m a t e r i a l s .  W e 

cannot  bu i ld  a 

#Greater Lagos on 

a  w e a k 

foundation, but on 

e s t a b l i s h e d 

articulated details 

t o  f o s t e r 

l o n g s t a n d i n g 

structures of quality 

”
The presentation 

d e t a i l e d  t h e 

“invisible enemy” 

of  substandard 

material, including 

weak concrete, 

brittle steel, poor 

s o i l  a n d  s a l t y 

w a t e r ,  w h i c h 

corrode materials 

to fail silently, over 

time.
Speaking further at 

t h e  g a t h e r i n g , 

E n g r .  A b d u l 

positioned LSMTL 

a s  t h e  S t a t e ' s 

s c i e n t i  c 

guardian, testing, 

cer t i f y ing ,  and 

enforcing Material 

S t a n d a r d s  t o 

e n s u r e  s a f e t y , 

h i g h l i g h t i n g 

signicant aws to 

look out for, such 

as spalling, cracks 

and dampness 

around walls that 

a r e  o f t e n 

overlooked, thus, 

inducing collapse 

a s  t i m e 

progresses.
She  sa id ,  “ The 

Agency cannot 

be everywhere at 

once. This is where 

you come in, as 

women who play 

their primary roles 

of protecting our 

Communities as 

C a r e g i v e r s , 

C o m m u n i t y 

organisers, as well 

as watching their 

s u r r o u n d i n g s 

against indicators 

of collapse.”

“ Y o u  a r e  n o t 

expected to be 

Engineers, you are 

ou r  Commun i ty 

sentinels. You have 

the vested interest 

and the power to 

ask questions and 

demand answers 

in educating your 

ne ighbours .  For 

tested materials. At 

o n g o i n g 

c o n s t r u c t i o n 

around you, even 

as you enquire if 

the soil, concrete, 

and s tee l  have 

been tested and 

certied by LSMTL, 

or possibly report 

potential violations 

through dedicated 

channels of the 

Agency”,
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e x i s t ,  b u t  E d u n 
cal led for  more 
r o b u s t  p u b l i c -
private synergy to 
r e a c h 
entrepreneurs at 
scale.

Beyond Loans — 
B u i l d i n g 
E c o s y s t e m s  o f 
Support

Experts agree that 
nance alone isn't 
enough.  Young 
i n n o v a t o r s  a n d 
SMEs a l so need 
mentorship, digital 
tools, and access 
t o  m a r k e t s . 
Initiatives like the 
S M E D A N - B r i t i s h 
C o u n c i l 
partnership, which 
promotes inclusive 
 n a n c e  a n d 
b u s i n e s s 
formalisation, are 
s h o w i n g  w h a t ' s 
p o s s i b l e  w h e n 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
meets intent.

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e 
A f r i c a n 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Bank's $100 million 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g BUSINESS

A
t the 2025 
Fellowship 
Investiture 

of the Chartered 
Institute of Bankers 
of Nigeria (CIBN), 
Finance Minister 
and Coordinating 
M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e 
Economy, Wale 
Edun, delivered a 
powerful message 
—  N i g e r i a ' s 
 n a n c i a l 
inst itutions must 
p l a c e  y o u n g 
innovator s  and 
small businesses at 
the heart of their 
growth agenda if 
the country is to 
achieve inclusive 
and sustainable 
prosperity.

A  Ca l l  to  Back 
N i g e r i a ' s  N e w 
Economic Drivers

Edun noted that 
w h i l e  N i g e r i a ' s 
e c o n o m y  i s 
growing at over 4 
p e r  c e n t ,  t h e 
benets  remain 
u n e v e n .  “ O u r 
vision of inclusive 
growth cannot be 
realised unless we 
actively support 
innovat ion and 
s ta r tups  at  the 
grassroots level,” 
he emphasised.

He highlighted the 
c o u n t r y ' s 
d e m o g r a p h i c 
a d v a n t a g e  — 
m i l l i o n s  o f 
e d u c a t e d  a n d 
creat ive young 
Nigerians seeking 
opportunit ies to 
build businesses, 
yet often shut out 
by rigid nancial 
systems. “The task 
n o w , ”  E d u n 
s t re s sed ,  “ i s  to 
br idge the gap 
b e t w e e n 
macroeconomic 
s u c c e s s  a n d 
everyday impact.”

R e f o r m i n g  t h e 
F i n a n c i a l 
E c o s y s t e m  f o r 
Inclusion

T h e  M i n i s t e r ' s 
r e m a r k s 
amounted to a 

Nigeria's Financial Sector Urged  
To Empower Youth and SMEs 

b l u e p r i n t  f o r 
systemic change 
i n  N i g e r i a ' s 
 n a n c i a l 
architecture. He 
urged banks to 
e x p a n d  c r e d i t 
access ,  adopt 
r i s k - t o l e r a n t 
l e n d i n g ,  a n d 
design tai lored 
p r o d u c t s  f o r 
s tartups across 
ntech, agritech, 
c r e a t i v e 
indust r ies ,  and 
digital services.

According to the 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Bank of Nigeria 
(DBN), SMEs make 
up 96% of Nigerian 
bus inesses and 
employ over 80% 
o f  t h e  l a b o u r 
force. Yet, most 
remain nancially 
e x c l u d e d . 
G o v e r n m e n t -
backed initiatives 
like AGSMEIS and 
y o u t h  f u n d i n g 
programs by the 
Central Bank of 
N i g e r i a  ( C B N ) 

investment in the 
newly established 
N i g e r i a  Y o u t h 
Entrepreneurship 
Investment Bank (N-
Y E I B )  a i m s  t o 
provide equity and 
credit guarantees 
f o r  y o u t h - l e d 
enterpr i ses  — a 
model that could 
reshape access to 
 n a n c e 
nationwide.

Commercial banks 
are also beginning 
to pivot. Fidel ity 
B a n k  P l c ,  f o r 
instance, recently 
gained recognition 
for its innovation-
f o c u s e d  S M E 
programs — a sign 
that parts of the 
sector are listening.

W h y  I t  M a t t e r s : 
Inclusive Growth 
Beyond GDP

Analysts argue that 
without integrating 
youth and SMEs into 
nancial planning, 
Niger ia's  growth 
could remain top-
heavy and fragile. 

By empowering 
these segments, 
the nation could 
u n l o c k  j o b 
creation, social 
m o b i l i t y ,  a n d 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
advancement — 
t h e  r e a l 
i n g r e d i e n t s  o f 
l o n g - t e r m 
development.

A recent Business 
Post Nigeria report 
noted that while 
SMEs  dr ive the 
e c o n o m y 
numerically, they 
continue to face 
barriers like high 
interest rates, lack 
of digital tools, 
a n d  l i m i t e d 
a c c e s s  t o 
s t r u c t u r e d 
markets.

The Road Ahead

To c lose  these 
g a p s ,  e x p e r t s 
recommend that 
 n a n c i a l 
institutions:

Develop exible 
lending products 
w i t h  s t a r t u p -

friendly terms.

P a r t n e r  w i t h 
innovation hubs 
and incubators for 
mentorship-driven 
nance.

Use data-dr iven 
tools for risk proling 
and SME tracking.

D e e p e n  d i g i t a l 
banking to simplify 
o n b o a r d i n g  f o r 
youth-led ventures.

D r i v e   n a n c i a l 
l i teracy to help 
small enterprises 
transition into the 
formal economy.

A Dening Moment 

f o r  N i g e r i a ' s 

Financial Future

I f  t h e   n a n c i a l 

sector  takes up 

Edun's challenge, 

N i g e r i a  c o u l d 

transform its vast 

youth population 

from job seekers 

into job creators. 

The result would be 

a stronger, more 

resilient economy 

p o w e r e d  b y 

inclusive par…

Atume Terfa
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w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g JUDICIARY

T
he Federal High 

Court in Lagos has 

xed November 

10 for  t r ia l  against 

notorious gang leader 

and hired killer, Wasiu 

Akinwande, popularly 

known as Olori Osho 

alongside two others 

w h o  h a v e  b e e n 

accused of murder 

charges.
Olori Osho alongside 

Qudus Egbere and Sola 

Edun alongside two 

o t h e r s  w i l l  b e  p u t 

before trial on the date 

on a ve-count charge 

bordering on murder, 

an offence against 

Sect ion 223 of  the 

Criminal Laws of Lagos 

State, 2015.
In the charge, the 

d e f e n d a n t s  w e r e 

accused by the Lagos 

State Government of 

murdering two persons 

in Bolanle Yusuf and 

Yusuf Ramadan on July 

31, 2024, at Masalashi 

street, Mushin, Lagos 

State.
The suspects were said 

to have committed the 

acts contrary to the 

Criminal Laws of Lagos 

State, 2015. They were 

a l s o  s a i d  t o  h a v e 

indulged in cultism and 

o t h e r  u n l a w f u l 

societies.

By Felix Kuyinu

Court Fixes November 10 For 
Olori Esho, Two Others Trial 
Over  Murder  Charges

Court Frees Man After 8yrs In 
Detention Without Trial

 O n e

SewedoAf

olorunsh

o  h a s  b e e n 

r e l e a s e d  f r o m 

prison following an 

e i g h t - y e a r 

deten�on without 

court trial.
At the Lagos State 

High Court in Ikeja, 

Jus�ce  Aden ike 

Shonubi, ordered 

A f o l o r u n s h o ' s 

immediate release 

ci�ng his deten�on 

a t  t h e  K i r i k i r i 

Prisons as unlawful 

and a viola�on of 

his human right and 

personal  l iberty 

and dignity.
J u s� c e  S h o n u b i 

also awarded the 

sum of N500,000 as 

damages against 

the police.
D u r i n g  t h e 

proceedings, the 

court  he ld  that 

Afolorunsho was 

arrested over an 

a l l e ge d  m u rd e r. 

H o w e v e r ,  n o 

informa�on was 

fi l e d  f o r 

commencement of 

his trial which led to 

h i s  c o n � n u e d 

deten�on since the 

year of 2017.
T h e  d e f e n c e 

counsel, Monday 

Ubani ,  who was 

r e p r e s e n t e d  b y 

Iwowo Anthony, 

commended the 

court for upholding 

the rule of law.

By Felix Kuyinu
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positions target some 
of the sector's biggest 
beneciaries, whose 
valuations have soared 
at breakneck speed.
Burry's reputation alone 
s e n t  s h o c k w a v e s 
through global trading 
 o o r s .  T e c h - h e a v y 
i n d i c e s  f r o m  t h e 
NASDAQ to the Hang 
S e n g  T e c h  I n d e x 
recoiled sharply, while 
Europe's STOXX 600 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g BUSINESS

G
lobal markets 
spiralled into 
f r e s h 

uncertainty this week 
a f t e r  l e g e n d a r y 
contrarian investor 
Michael Burry—the 
man who foresaw the 
2 0 0 8   n a n c i a l 
meltdown—unleashe
d a massive $1.1 billion 
short wager against 
major AI-driven tech 

American Investor, Michael Burry, Takes
$1.1 Billion Position Against AI Giants

stocks.
The disclosure, made 
through Scion Asset 
Management's latest 
SEC l ing, showed 
Burry stacking put 
options against top-
tier technology and 
s e m i c o n d u c t o r 
companies riding the 
explosive AI boom. 
While the ling did not 
name specic rms, 
analysts believe his 

Tech also slumped as 
investors scrambled to 
reassess risk. Several AI-
l i n k e d  s t o c k s  s h e d 
signicant value within 
hours,  mirror ing the 
jittery sentiment that 
followed Burry's historic 
housing-market cal l 
nearly two decades 
ago.
Economi s t s  say  h i s 
m o v e  h i g h l i g h t s  a 
g r o w i n g  r i f t  i n  t h e 

market:
Believers who see AI 
as the next trill ion-
dollar frontier.
Sceptics who warn 
that valuations are 
inating faster than 
earnings can justify.
B u r r y  h a s  l o n g 
cautioned against 
s p e c u l a t i v e 
excess—from crypto 
f renzies to meme-
stock mania—and his 
latest strike suggests 

he sees echoes of the 
d o t - c o m  b u b b l e 
forming around today's 
AI gold rush.
Whether his bold bet 
signals an impending 
correction or adds fuel 
to investor anxiety, one 
thing is certain: Burry 
has forced the global 
market to confront a 
difcult question—are 
we witnessing genuine 
innovation, or another 
b u b b l e  p r i m e d  t o 
burst?

Atume Terfa

Diaspora Partnership Boosts Community Health
 in Ojodu LCDA
R

esidents of 
Ojodu Local 
C o u n c i l 

D e v e l o p m e n t 
A r e a  h a v e 
e x p r e s s e d 
grat i tude after 
beneting from a 
major free health 
mission organised 
by the council in 
partnership with 
Eko Club Atlanta 
USA.
T h e  o u t r e a c h , 
held on Tuesday 4 
November 2025 at 
t h e  N i g e r i a n 
I n s t i t u t e  o f 
J o u r n a l i s m  i n 
Ogba, provided 
h u n d r e d s  o f 
r e s i d e n t s  w i t h 
access  to  f ree 
m e d i c a l 
consultations, eye 
and dental care, 
c a n c e r 
screenings, minor 
s u r g e r i e s ,  a n d 
e s s e n t i a l 
medications.
The Chairman of 
Ojodu LCDA, Hon 
David Olusegun 
O d u n m b a k u , 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
in i t iat ive as “a 
testimony of what 
can be achieved 
when compassion 
meets purpose, 
when our brothers 

and sisters in the 
d i a s p o r a  j o i n 
hands with local 
governance to 
touch lives and 
u p l i f t 
communities.”
He noted that the 
partnership with 
Eko Club Atlanta, 
now in its second 
edition, highlights 
t h e  i m p a c t  o f 
d i a s p o r a 
collaboration in 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
h e a l t h c a r e 
s y s t e m s  a n d 
p r o m o t i n g 
c o m m u n i t y 
wellbeing.
A  6 5  m e m b e r 
v o l u n t e e r 
m e d i c a l  t e a m 
from the diaspora, 
including eight 
doctors ,  seven 
n u r s e s ,   v e 
pharmacists, and 
o t h e r 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s , 
d e l i v e r e d  t h e 
serv ices.  Many 
residents said they 
w e r e  a b l e  t o 
r e c e i v e  l o n g 
overdue medical 
c h e c k s  a n d 
medications they 
otherwise could 
not afford.
S ince October 
2023, Ojodu LCDA 

h a s  r e c o r d e d 
s i g n i  c a n t 
p r o g r e s s  i n 
h e a l t h c a r e 
d e l i v e r y .  H o n 
O d u n m b a k u 
revealed that over 
5 0 0 0  r e s i d e n t s 
have benetted 
from the council's 
f r e e  m e d i c a l 
missions, with more 
t h a n  7 0 0 
s u c c e s s f u l 
s u r g e r i e s 
conducted under 
his administration.
He added that the 
c o u n c i l  h a s 
enrolled widows, 
the elderly, and 
p e r s o n s  w i t h 
d i s a b i l i t i e s  i n 
health insurance 
schemes, ensuring 
that vulnerable 
g r o u p s  a c c e s s 

quality healthcare 
without nancial 
hardship.
The programme 
a l s o  f e a t u r e d 
health talks and 
awareness sessions 
f o c u s e d  o n 
preventive care, 
ear ly  d iagnos i s , 
a n d  l i f e s t y l e 
management.
Princess Adejoke 
Orelope Adefulire, 
N a t i o n a l 
Coordinator of the 
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s 
S u s t a i n a b l e 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Goals and Senior 
Special Assistant to 
the President on 
S D G s , 
commended the 
c o u n c i l  f o r  t h e 
i n i t i a t i v e .  S h e 
described it as “a 

m o d e l  o f 
community based 
h e a l t h c a r e 
intervention that 
reects Ojodu's 
d e d i c a t i o n  t o 
preventive health 
and sustainable 
development.”
Hon Odunmbaku 
thanked Eko Club 
Atlanta for their 
s t e a d f a s t 
p a r t n e r s h i p , 
describing it as “a 
reection of the 
true Lagos spirit of 
care, resil ience, 
and communal 
support.”
The event drew a 
large turnout from 
across Ojodu, as 
r e s i d e n t s 
e x p r e s s e d 
appreciation for 
the life changing 

services received 
on site.
“ I  got  f ree  eye 
t r e a t m e n t  a n d 
medication today. 
This would have 
cost me a lot at the 
hospital,” said one 
r e s i d e n t ,  M r s 
Abiodun Akinola. 
“ W e  t h a n k  t h e 
council and their 
p a r t n e r s  f o r 
b r i n g i n g 
healthcare closer 
to us.”
With this initiative, 
O j o d u  L C D A 
c o n t i n u e s  t o 
demonstrate that 
c o m m u n i t y 
f o c u s e d 
governance and 
strong partnerships 
can make quality 
healthcare a reality 
for all.
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T e c h n i c a l  S k i l l s 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Project, which he 
said has continued 
t o  m a k e 
m e a n i n g f u l 
contr ibut ions to 
national capacity 
building.
Comrade Dauda 
e x p r e s s e d  t h e 
readiness of Ikeja 
Local Government 
to  par tner  w i th 
NECA and ITF to 
b r i n g  s i m i l a r 
t r a i n i n g 
opportunities to the 
growing number of 
youths in Ikeja. He 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t 
s u c h  i n i t i a t i v e s 
a l i g n  w i t h  h i s 
admin i s t rat ion ' s 
I KEJA AGENDA, 
which focuses on 
K n o w l e d g e , 
E m p o w e r m e n t , 
a n d  E c o n o m i c 
Growth.
“Our government 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g IKEJA NEWS

T
he Chairman 
of Ikeja Local 
Government, 

Comrade Akeem 
Olalekan Dauda, 
has reafrmed his 
adminis t rat ion's 
commitment to 
supporting youth 
e m p o w e r m e n t 
and digital skil ls 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
across the council 
area.
Comrade Dauda 
made this known 
whi le attending 
t h e  I n d u s t r i a l 
Training Fund and 
Nigeria Employers' 
C o n s u l t a t i v e 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
Techn ica l  Sk i l l s 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
P r o j e c t 
Graduation and 
P r i z e  G i v i n g 
Ceremony held in 
Lagos.
The event marked 
t h e  s u c c e s s f u l 

Digital Technology: Ikeja Council Partners
 with NECA, ITF to Empower Youths 

c o m p l e t i o n  o f 
four  months of 
intensive training 
for one hundred 
par t ic ipants  in 
various digital and 
t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l 
areas.
In  h i s  goodwi l l 
m e s s a g e ,  t h e 
Ikeja Chairman 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d 
the graduating 
trainees for their 
dedication and 
p e r s e v e r a n c e , 
describing their 
achievement as 
“ a  m a j o r  s t e p 
toward building a 
self rel iant and 
technology driven 
generation.”
He commended 
t h e  I n d u s t r i a l 
Training Fund and 
Nigeria Employers' 
C o n s u l t a t i v e 
Associat ion for 
their joint efforts in 
implementing the 

believes in building 
c a p a c i t y  a n d 
empowering young 
p e o p l e  w i t h 
p r a c t i c a l  a n d 
employable skills,” 
h e  s a i d .  “ A 
p a r t n e r s h i p 
b e t w e e n  I k e j a 
Local Government 
a n d  N E C A  w i l l 
further equip our 
youths to compete 
g l o b a l l y  a n d 
c o n t r i b u t e 
meaningfully to the 
digital economy. 
This is how we make 
governance work 
for all.”
The council boss 
p r a i s e d  b o t h 
organisations for 
thei r  cont inuous 
i n v e s t m e n t  i n 
h u m a n  c a p i t a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n 
technology and 
i n n o v a t i o n .  H e 
emphasised that 

training in digital 
and technical skills 
w o u l d  o p e n 
p a t h w a y s  f o r 
e m p l o y m e n t , 
entrepreneurship, 
and sustainable 
g rowth  among 
Nigerian youths.
T h e  D i r e c t o r 
General of NECA, 
Mr Adewale Smatt 
O y e r i n d e , 
congratulated the 
graduates  and 
e n c o u r a g e d 
them to use the 
skills acquired to 
i m p r o v e  t h e i r 
l ivel ihoods and 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o 
national progress.
The  event  was 
attended by top 
d i g n i t a r i e s , 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
Deputy Governor 
of Lagos State, the 
Commissioner for 
S c i e n c e  a n d 
Technology, and 

t h e  D i r e c t o r 
G e n e r a l  o f  t h e 
Industrial Training 
Fund.
A w a r d s  w e r e 
p r e s e n t e d  t o 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n 
e a c h  t r a i n i n g 
category, and the 
c e r e m o n y 
concluded with 
the cutting of the 
graduation cake 
amid celebration 
and applause.
The I ke ja  Loca l 
G o v e r n m e n t 
C h a i r m a n 
reiterated that his 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
would continue to 
support capacity 
b u i l d i n g , 
innovat ion, and 
y o u t h 
development as 
part of ongoing 
efforts to create a 
knowledge driven 
community ready 
for the future.
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e x p r e s s e d 

gratitude for the 

unprecedented 

gesture.
One of the parents, 

visibly moved, said:
“ Thank  you ,  Mr 

C h a i r m a n .  T h i s 

meeting means so 

much to us. It is 

a m a z i n g  t h a t 

within just three 

months in ofce, 

you have prioritised 

t h e  w e l f a r e  o f 

children living with 

d i s a b i l i t i e s  i n 

A l i m o s h o .  M a y 

God bless you and 

your team.”
Speaking on behalf 

o f  t h e  g r o u p , 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g ALIMOSHO NEWS

T
wo chi ldren 

l i v i n g  w i t h 

neurological 

d i s o r d e r s  i n 

A l i m o s h o  h a v e 

been awarded full 

scholarships by the  

C h a i r m a n  o f 

A l imosho Local 

Government, Hon. 

Akinpelu Ibrahim 

J o h n s o n ,  i n  a 

g e s t u r e  t h a t 

brought hope and 

r e l i e f  t o  t h e i r 

families.
As part of his Wise 

A g e n d a ,  H o n . 

J o h n s o n  a l s o 

offered immediate 

employment  to 

the mother of one 

Johnson Transforms Lives of Children
 with Special-Needs 

of the children as 

a Health Assistant, 

demonstrating his 

administration's 

d e e p 

commitment to 

i n c l u s i v e 

governance and 

s u p p o r t  f o r 

v u l n e r a b l e 

residents.
T h e 

announcement 

was made during 

a meeting with 

p a r e n t s  o f 

c h i l d r e n  w i t h 

special needs at 

t h e  c o u n c i l 

secretariat, where 

emotions ran high 

a s  f a m i l i e s 

a n o t h e r  p a r e n t 

described the daily 

c h a l l e n g e s  o f 

caring for children 

with neurological 

disorders such as 

Down syndrome.
“These  ch i ld ren 

n e e d  c o n s t a n t 

attention. They are 

t e a c h a b l e ,  b u t 

t h e y  l e a r n  v e r y 

s l o w l y .  M a n y 

m o t h e r s  a r e 

s t r u g g l i n g  t o 

provide therapy 

and education on 

their own. We need 

continuous speech, 

sound and physical 

t h e r a p y ,  a n d 

access to special 

education. Some 

of our children are 

a d u l t s  b u t  s t i l l 

function like ve-

y e a r - o l d s .  A n 

i n t e r v e n t i o n 

centre in Alimosho 

w o u l d  g r e a t l y 

ease our nancial 

and emot ional 

burden.”
In response, Hon. 

Akinpelu Johnson 

assured parents 

that their requests 

w o u l d  b e 

a d d r e s s e d 

promptly.
“We will begin with 

therapy sessions 

a n d  b r i n g  i n 

professionals to 

h a n d l e  e a c h 

a r e a .  T h e s e 

children are part 

of my constituency; 

t h e y  a r e  m y 

children. Our Wise 

Agenda includes 

them, and they 

deserve  a l l  the 

care and attention 

we can provide,” 

he stated.
The Chairman then 

announced fu l l 

scholarsh ips  fo r 

Ifeoluwa Oke and 

A d e d a y o 

O y e l o w o ,  t w o 

s t u d e n t s  w h o 

excelled in their 

W A E C 

examinations. He 

also approved the 

i m m e d i a t e 

p r o v i s i o n  o f 

mobility and health 

support for others, 

i n c l u d i n g  a 

w h e e l c h a i r  f o r 

V i c t o r i a  T o y a , 

wa lk ing  a id  fo r 

Ibrahim Sulaiman, 

and hearing aid for 

Al-Ameen Olaya.
Additionally, Mrs. 

T o y a  R e b e c c a , 

mother of one of 

the beneciaries, 

received an offer 

of employment as 

a  H e a l t h 

Attendant.
H o n .  J o h n s o n 

d i r e c t e d  t h e 

Departments  of 

Education, Health 

and Agriculture to 

c o l l a b o r a t e  i n 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 

s u s t a i n a b l e 

f r a m e w o r k  f o r 

supporting children 

with special needs 

across Alimosho.
His init iative has 

b e e n  w i d e l y 

praised as a model 

of compassionate 

a n d  i n c l u s i v e 

l e a d e r s h i p , 

reecting the true 

spirit of community 

development and 

care.
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towards  la s t ing 

relief.”

Under the council's 

superv i s ion,  the 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 

exercise has been 

s t r a t e g i c a l l y 

divided among the 

ve wards of Egbe-

Idimu LCDA, with 

e a c h  w a r d 

c o u n c i l l o r 

o v e r s e e i n g 

projects within their 

respective areas to 

e n s u r e 

accountability and 

timely delivery.

In Ward A, led by 

H o n .  B a n k o l e 

Olumide Olatunde, 

work is ongoing on 

Jemi Alade Street 

and Phidel Street in 

Isheri.

Ward B, under Hon. 

J i m o h  M o n s u r u 

Olatunde, covers 

L i s a  S t r e e t , 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g ALIMOSHO NEWS

T
he Chairman 

of Egbe-Idimu 

Local Council 

D e v e l o p m e n t 

Area (LCDA), Hon. 

I d r i s  B a l o g u n 

O l u o m o ,  h a s 

declared a state of 

e m e r g e n c y  o n 

roads across the 

LCDA, agging off 

a n  e x t e n s i v e 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 

project aimed at 

improving mobility 

a n d  e a s i n g 

residents' hardship.

The move, which 

s i g n a l s  a  b o l d 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l 

i n t e r v e n t i o n , 

u n d e r s c o r e s 

B a l o g u n ' s 

commitment to 

r e s t o r i n g  t h e 

c o u n c i l ' s  r o a d 

n e t w o r k  a n d 

enhancing living 

standards in Egbe-

Egbe Idimu Residents Rejoice as 
Council Set To Build Roads

I d i m u 

communities.

Speaking whi le 

announcing the 

e m e r g e n c y 

declaration, Hon. 

Balogun said his 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

could no longer 

i g n o r e  t h e 

deplorable state 

of several inner 

roads that had 

become almost 

impassable.

“The condition of 

o u r  r o a d s  h a s 

reached a critical 

level, and as a 

r e s p o n s i b l e 

government, we 

cannot stand idle 

while our people 

suffer daily,” he 

stated.

“Declaring a state 

of emergency on 

these roads is a 

necessary step 

Akinwunmi Street, 

a n d  K o s e m a n i 

Street in Idimu.

Ward C, led by Hon. 

Keh inde Hassan 

Anike, is focused on 

P r i n c e  T u n d e 

Balogun Street and 

Abeokuta Street, 

also in Idimu.

In Ward D, Hon. 

S a n n i  R a s h e e d 

O l u w a s e g u n  i s 

o v e r s e e i n g 

rehabil itation on 

Omoboriowo Street 

i n  E g b e  a n d 

Mudashiru Street in 

Agodo.

Meanwhile, Ward E, 

under Hon. Bolaji 

Jacob Olatunde, 

supervises works on 

Lamina Street and 

Opeloyeru Street, 

both in Egbe Liasu.

The project scope 

i n c l u d e s  r o a d 

grading, drainage 

c l e a r a n c e , 

pothole patching, 

a n d  f u l l 

r e s u r f a c i n g  o f 

badly damaged 

p o r t i o n s  t o 

g u a r a n t e e 

durability.

Balogun revealed 

that the council's 

technical team 

h a d  a l r e a d y 

c o m p l e t e d 

p r e l i m i n a r y 

assessments  to 

ident i fy cr i t ical 

areas requir ing 

urgent attention. 

H e  a s s u r e d 

residents that this 

in i t iat ive forms 

part of a broader, 

p h a s e d 

m a i n t e n a n c e 

p l a n  t h a t  w i l l 

cover more roads 

across the LCDA.

E x p r e s s i n g 

optimism about the 

long-term impact, 

h e  s a i d  t h e 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 

would ease trafc 

ow, boost local 

commerce, and 

e n h a n c e 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

sanitation across 

the communities.

R e a f  r m i n g  h i s 

admin i s t rat ion ' s 

focus on people-

c e n t r e d 

g o v e r n a n c e , 

B a l o g u n  u r g e d 

r e s i d e n t s  t o 

cooperate wi th 

e n g i n e e r s  a n d 

c o n t r a c t o r s 

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 

project, assuring 

t h e m  o f 

t r a n s p a r e n c y , 

q u a l i t y ,  a n d 

accountability in 

execution.
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condition than 

w h e n  h e 

assumed ofce, 

c r e d i t i n g 

collective efforts 

a n d  b a c k i n g 

from the Lagos 

State Ministry of 

Health for these 

successes.
“I take pride in 

o u r  s h a r e d 

accomplishmen

ts as a united 

team.  Today, 

t h e  h o s p i t a l 

s t a n d s  m o r e 

dynamic, well-

equipped, and 

attuned to the 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g BADAGRY NEWS

T
h e 

o u t g o i n g 

M e d i c a l 

Director/Chief 

E x e c u t i v e 

O f  c e r  o f 

B a d a g r y 

G e n e r a l 

H o s p i t a l ,  D r . 

O l a t u n d e 

Bakare is elated 

with the success 

r e c o r d e d 

during his ve 

years stint with 

t h e  h e a l t h 

center.
T h e  h o s p i t a l 

m a r k e d  a 

l e a d e r s h i p 

transition, with 

o u t g o i n g 

M e d i c a l 

Director/Chief 

E x e c u t i v e 

O f  c e r  D r . 

O l a t u n d e 

Bakare ofcially 

handing over to 

D r .  O l u s e y i 

A d e g o k e 

Adeso la  in  a 

c o n c i s e  y e t 

h e a r t f e l t 

ce remony  at 

the hospital ' s 

O l a n i y i 

O l a d a p o 

C o n f e r e n c e 

Room.
Dr. Bakare, who 

s t e e r e d  t h e 

hospi ta l  f rom 

October 2020 to 

October 2025, 

extended h i s 

appreciation to 

the Lagos State 

Government , 

management 

team, and staff 

f o r  t h e i r 

u n w a v e r i n g 

s u p p o r t  a n d 

d e d i c a t i o n 

during his ve-

year term. He 

h i g h l i g h t e d 

n o t a b l e 

advancements 

i n 

infrastructure, 

patient care, 

and employee 

welfare under 

his guidance.
Looking back 

on his tenure, 

B a k a r e 

e x p r e s s e d  a 

s e n s e  o f 

accomplishme

nt in leaving the 

f a c i l i t y  i n 

s t r o n g e r 

h e a l t h c a r e 

demands of our 

community,” he 

said.
I n  h i s 

a c c e p t a n c e 

s p e e c h ,  t h e 

i n c o m i n g 

M e d i c a l 

D i rector/CEO, 

D r .  O l u s e y i 

A d e g o k e 

Adesola, praised 

Bakare for his 

d e d i c a t e d 

s e r v i c e  a n d 

transformative 

impact on the 

h o s p i t a l ' s 

development. 

He portrayed 

his predecessor 

as a principled 

leader whose 

e n d u r i n g 

achievements 

would serve as 

a blueprint for 

the future.
P r i o r  t o  t h i s 

appointment, 

Adesola served 

a s  M e d i c a l 

D i r e c t o r  a t 

G e n e r a l 

H o s p i t a l , 

M u s h i n ,  a n d 

previous ly  at 

G e n e r a l 

Hospital,  Epe 

(now Federa l 

Medical Centre, 

Epe). He vowed 

to expand upon 

t h e  s o l i d 

groundwork laid 

and collaborate 

with all parties to 

e l e v a t e 

h e a l t h c a r e 

s t a n d a r d s 

further.
H e  u r g e d 

management 

a n d  s t a f f  t o 

u p h o l d  t h e 

h o s p i t a l ' s 

r e p u t a b l e 

s tanding and 

e n s u r e 

consistent, high-

quality services 

f o r  B a d a g r y 

res idents  and 

s u r r o u n d i n g 

a r e a s , 

e m p h a s i z i n g 

that every unit 

should embody 

l e a d e r s h i p 

excellence and 

professionalism.
A d e s o l a 

committed to 

h a r m o n i z i n g 

strategies and 

r e s o u r c e s  t o 

drive substantial, 

l a s t i n g 

enhancements 

t h a t  w o u l d 

re in fo rce  the 

p r o g r e s s 

achieved during 

Bakare's era.

Kehinde Adeleye

Outgoing MD of Badagry GH, 
Bakare,Elated With Numerous 
Achievements By Saheed Afolabi 
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a t t e n d e d  b y 

Apex and Core 

leaders, ward 

executives, and 

members from 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g BADAGRY NEWS

C
hairma

n  o f 

Badagr

y  L G ,  M r 

B a b a t u n d e 

H u n p e  h a s 

r e v e a l e d  h i s 

vision in for the 

development of 

the grassroots.
The chairman 

highlighted key 

achievements, 

including the 

o n g o i n g 

construction of 

t h r e e 

c o m m u n i t y 

access roads to 

improve intra-

c o m m u n i t y 

connect iv i ty , 

the renovation 

b l o c k s  o f 

classrooms at 

Yan P r imary 

S c h o o l  t o 

e n h a n c e 

l e a r n i n g 

conditions, and 

the completion 

and equipping 

o f  t h e  P o t a 

Primary Health 

Centre (PHC), 

w h i c h  n o w 

s e r v e s  a s  a 

m o d e l  f o r 

p r i m a r y 

h e a l t h c a r e 

delivery in the 

area.
“Our vision is to 

make Badagry 

a  m o d e l  o f 

g r a s s r o o t s 

development 

w h e r e  e v e r y 

res ident feels 

the impact of 

g o v e r n m e n t ; 

From roads to 

education and 

healthcare, we 

are building a 

l e g a c y  o f 

progress that 

will endure.”
T h e  c o u n c i l 

b o s s  f u r t h e r 

s t a t e d  t h a t 

a c t i v i t i e s 

m a r k i n g  t h e 

administration's 

1 0 0 - d a y 

milestone have 

been carefully 

s t r u c t u r e d 

i n c l u d i n g 

p r o j e c t 

commissioning, 

empowerment 

programmes, 

a n d  a 

stakeholders ' 

forum to ensure 

i n c l u s i v e 

g o v e r n a n c e 

and sustained 

c i t i z e n 

engagement.
A P C  L G A 

C h a i r m a n , 

Gafar Meyon 

p r o v i d e d 

u p d a t e s  o n 

party activities, 

particularly the 

b i o m e t r i c 

capture for the 

m e m b e r s h i p 

r e g i s t r a t i o n 

e x e r c i s e , 

a i m e d  a t 

i m p r o v i n g 

internal data 

management 

a n d  p a r t y 

coordination.
The meeting, 

w h i c h  w a s 

a l l  1 0  w a r d s , 

concluded with 

a  r e s o u n d i n g 

and unanimous 

a d o p t i o n  o f 

President Bola 

Ahmed Tinubu 

as the preferred 

candidate of 

t h e  B a d a g r y 

APC for the 2027 

g e n e r a l 

elections.

Hunpe Reveals Plans For 
Grassroots Development 

By Saheed Afolabi 
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Aruwe on  h i s 

election's victory 

and rst 100 days 

i n  o f  c e , 

c o m m e n d i n g 

h i s 

administration's 

r e m a r k a b l e 

achievements, 

commitment to 

infrastructural 

renewal ,  and 

p a s s i o n  f o r 

excel lence in 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g MUSHIN  NEWS

T
h e 

c ha i rm a n 

of  Mushin 

LG, Mr Tunbosun 

A r u w e  h a s 

given his word 

to the private 

sector in Mushin 

of a veriable 

partnership to 

d e l i v e r 

h e a l t h c a r e 

services.
Association of 

N i g e r i a n 

Private Medical 

P ract i t ioner s 

( A N P M P ) , 

Mushin Zone, 

led by Dr. Essien 

A d o l p h u s 

v i s i t e d  t h e 

c o u n c i l 

secretariat.
During the visit, 

Dr. Essien and 

h i s  t e a m 

congratulated 

governance. 
They particularly 

l a u d e d  t h e 

ongoing grading 

a n d 

rehabilitation of 

roads noting that 

t h e  p r o j e c t s 

c l e a r l y 

demonstrate the 

c h a i r m a n ' s 

r e a d i n e s s  t o 

serve the people 

of Mushin with 

dedication and 

vision.
A r u w e 

e x p r e s s e d 

appreciation to 

the delegation 

for their  k ind 

r e m a r k s  a n d 

s u p p o r t , 

assuring them 

o f  h i s 

administration's 

c o n t i n u e d 

collaboration 

with the private 

m e d i c a l 

community to 

e n h a n c e 

h e a l t h c a r e 

delivery across 

t h e  l o c a l 

government.
" W e  w i l l 

c o n t i n u e  t o 

partner with the 

private health 

sector because 

we recognize 

your vital role in 

complementing 

g o v e r n m e n t 

efforts toward 

q u a l i t y 

healthcare for 

our people,” he 

said.
“ M y 

administration 

r e m a i n s  f u l l y 

committed to 

i m p r o v i n g 

infrastructure, 

health, and the 

o v e r a l l  w e l l -

being of every 

r e s i d e n t  o f 

Mushin.”
The council boss 
further revealed 
p l a n s  t o 
c o n s t r u c t 
a d d i t i o n a l 
roads, including 
A d e d o k u n 
Street and so 
more, as part of 
o n g o i n g 
infrastructural 
deve lopment 
projects across 
t h e  l o c a l 
government.

Healthcare: Aruwe Assures 
Private Sector On Partnership 

By Saheed Afolabi 

By Saheed Afolabi 
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my campaign 

promises to our 

elders in Mushin. 

I  promised to 

cont inue  th i s 

in i t iat ive and 

even do more 

for them,” he 

said. 
“ O u r  s e n i o r 

citizens deserve 

t o  l i v e  w i t h 

dignity, and we 

m u s t  a l w a y s 

remember their 

contributions to 

the growth of 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g MUSHIN NEWS

C
hai rm

a n  o f 

M u s h i

n  L G ,  M r 

T u n b o s u n 

A r u w e  i s 

h o p e f u l  o f 

reducing the 

crime rate by 

building a new 

Police Station in 

Idi Araba.
A r u w e  w h o 

r e c e n t l y 

marked his 100 

Days in ofce, 

also explained 

the reasons he 

continued the 

distribution of 

nancial tokens 

to the elderly in 

the society.
He believes the 

Senior Citizens 

deserves to be 

compensated 

f o r  t h e i r 

contributions to 

the growth of 

t h e 

community.
“This is part of 

this community.”
Reecting on his 

administration's 

p e r f o r m a n c e 

within the last 

100 days ,  the 

c h a i r m a n 

h i g h l i g h t e d 

s e v e r a l  k e y 

achievements.

“ W e  h a v e 

achieved a lot in 

j u s t  1 0 0  d a y s 

f r o m  r o a d 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

development to 

environmental 

sanitation and 

i m p r o v e d 

security. Eight 

r o a d 

reconstruction 

p r o j e c t s  a r e 

ongoing across 

various wards. 
"We have de-

s i l t e d  m a j o r 

drainages and 

 o o d - p r o n e 

areas, and we 

are addressing 

insecurity with 

the construction 

of a new police 

p o s t  a t  I d i 

Araba, among 

o t h e r 

interventions.
“ T h e  m o n e y 

may seem small, 

but it's a token of 

ou r  love  and 

commitment to 

your  we l fa re . 

Use it wisely, and 

be assured that 

we will continue 

to do more."

Security: Aruwe To Mark 100 Days 
with New Police Station 

By Saheed Afolabi 

By Saheed Afolabi 
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c o m p o n e n t  o f 
L a g o s '  b r o a d e r 
s t r a t e g y  t o 
m o d e r n i s e 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
across the Lekki 
a x i s — h o m e  t o 
some of the state's 
mos t  impor tant 
e c o n o m i c 
developments. The 
Lekki Free Zone, 
Dangote Renery, 
L e k k i  D e e p 
Seapor t ,  and a 
rapidly expanding 
n e t w o r k  o f 
r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d 
c o m m e r c i a l 
estates depend 
h e a v i l y  o n  t h e 
e x p r e s s w a y  f o r 
d a i l y  l o g i s t i c s , 
c o m m u t e r 
mov ement  a nd 
e c o n o m i c 
activities.

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g EPE NEWS

T
he Lagos State 
Government is 
set to host a 

h i g h - l e v e l 
s t a k e h o l d e r s ' 
forum ahead of 
t h e  p l a n n e d 
rehabil itation of 
the Eti-Osa/Lekki-
Epe Expressway, 
signalling a major 
push to overhaul 
one of the state's 
busiest and fastest-
growing transport 
corridors.
T h e  m e e t i n g , 
convened by the 
Ministry of Physical 
P l a n n i n g  a n d 
U r b a n 
Development in 
partnership with 
t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 
W o r k s  a n d 

Infrastructure, will 
gather residents, 
b u s i n e s s 
o p e r a t o r s , 
transport unions, 
traditional rulers, 
e s t a t e 
developers, and 
other key players 
a l o n g  t h e 
corridor. The goal 
is to present the 
project blueprint, 
a d d r e s s 
c o m m u n i t y 
concerns ,  and 
ensure c i t i zens 
fully understand 
the scope and 
timelines of the 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
b e f o r e  w o r k 
begins.
G o v e r n m e n t 
ofcials say the 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
project is a critical 

T h e  p l a n n e d 
rehabilitation will 
complement the 
o n g o i n g 
reconstruction of 
t h e  L e k k i - E p e 
Expressway, where 
several sections are 
being expanded 
into a six-lane rigid 
p a v e m e n t 
h i g h w a y .  T h e 
initiative aligns with 
Governor Babajide 
S a n w o - O l u ' s 
THEMES+ agenda, 
which pr ior i t i ses 
transportation and 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
renewal as drivers 
o f  s u s t a i n a b l e 
economic growth.
According to the 

Ministry of Works, 

the key objectives 

of the upcoming 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 

include improving 

trafc ow along a 

corridor notorious 

f o r  g r i d l o c k , 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

d r a i n a g e 

n e t w o r k s  t o 

reduce ooding, 

e n h a n c i n g 

p a v e m e n t 

d u r a b i l i t y  t o 

accommodate 

heavy trafc, and 

b o o s t i n g 

connectiv ity to 

major industr ial 

zones.
The Lagos State 

G o v e r n m e n t 

emphasises that 

the stakeholders' 

forum is essential 

for transparency 

a n d  s m o o t h 

project execution. 

Part ic ipants  wi l l 

receive updates on 

c o n s t r u c t i o n 

p h a s e s ,  t r a f  c 

d ivers ion p lans , 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

impacts, and the 

state's strategy for 

reducing disruption 

d u r i n g  t h e 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 

period.
U r b a n 

d e v e l o p m e n t 

e x p e r t s  h a v e 

a p p l a u d e d  t h e 

init iative, noting 

t h a t  L a g o s ' 

decision to involve 

c o m m u n i t y 

m e m b e r s  e a r l y 

r e  e c t s  a 

commi tment  to 

p a r t i c i p a t o r y 

g o v e r n a n c e  i n 

major urban.

Lagos Begins Lekki-Epe Road 
Overhaul with Stakeholders' Forum

By Saheed Afolabi 
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operations had 
escalated risks 
t o  b o t h 
in f ras t ructu re 
a n d  n e a r b y 
communities.
A statement by 
the Ibeju-Lekki 
L o c a l 
Government on 
5  N o v e m b e r 
2025 afrmed 
t h a t  L A G A S A 
m e m b e r s 
c o m p l i e d 
promptly with 
the di rect ive, 
p a u s i n g  a l l 
d r e d g i n g 
a c t i v i t i e s 
p e n d i n g 
r e g u l a t o r y 
s c r u t i n y .  T h e 
m o v e 
underscores a 
s t rengthened 
col laborat ion 
between local 
c o u n c i l s , 
environmental 
agencies, and 
l a w -
e n f o r c e m e n t 
authorities.
T h e 
government ' s 
e n f o r c e m e n t 
c a m p a i g n  i s 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g EPE NEWS

L a g o s 
S t a t e ' s 
sweeping 

crackdown on 
u n r e g u l a t e d 
dredging and 
l a n d -
r e c l a m a t i o n 
a c t i v i t i e s  i s 
beginning to 
show concrete 
r e s u l t s ,  a s 
m e m b e r s  o f 
t h e  L a g o s 
A g g r e g a t e 
a n d  S a n d 
M i n i n g 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
( L A G A S A ) 
h a v e 
s u s p e n d e d 
operations in 
full compliance 
w i t h  t h e 
government's 
s t o p - w o r k 
directive.
T h e 
development 
r e  e c t s 
g r o w i n g 
m o m e n t u m 
b e h i n d  t h e 
S t a t e ' s 
environmental 
enforcement 
d r ive ,  wh ich 
targets unsafe 
d r e d g i n g 
p r a c t i c e s 
across major 
c o r r i d o r s , 
i n c l u d i n g 
Ikorodu, Ibeju-
Lekki, Epe, and 
several inland 
waterways. In 
Ikorodu alone, 
more than 200 
operators were 
i s s u e d  s t o p -
work orders for 
o p e r a t i n g 
w i t h o u t 
p e r m i t s , 
violating safety 

standards, or 
contributing to 
environmental 
degradation. 
Reports  f rom 
Ikorodu Online 
a n d  P u n c h 
s h o w  t h a t 
many of these 
operators have 
n o w  h a l t e d 
a c t i v i t i e s  a s 
directed.
According to 
g o v e r n m e n t 
o fc ia l s ,  the 
c r a c k d o w n 
b e c a m e 
n e c e s s a r y 
following years 
of unchecked 
dredging that 
contributed to 
s e v e r e 
 o o d i n g , 
d a m a g e d 
d r a i n a g e , 
s h o r e l i n e 
eros ion,  and 
the destruction 
o f  n a t u r a l 
w e t l a n d s . 
Findings from 
City  Bus iness 
N e w s  a n d 
Punch further 
conrmed that 
u n r e g u l a t e d 

d r i v e n  b y  a 
structured three-
point strategy:
I s s u i n g 
immediate stop-
work orders to 
o p e r a t o r s 
l a c k i n g 
a p p r o v a l s  o r 
v i o l a t i n g 
environmental 
rules.
C o n d u c t i n g 
r i g o r o u s   e l d 
inspections and 
i s su ing formal 
w a r n i n g s  t o 
o p e r a t o r s 
e n g a g e d  i n 
illegal dredging 
a n d  s a n d 
mining.
Suspending all 
l a n d -
r e c l a m a t i o n 
projects that do 
n o t  p o s s e s s 
Envi ronmental 
I m p a c t 
A s s e s s m e n t s 
(EIAs), drainage 
approva l s ,  o r 
s a f e t y 
certications, as 
e a r l i e r 
highlighted by 
sector reports.
Ofcials say the 

s u r g e  i n 
compliance is 
a n  e a r l y 
indication that 
the directive is 
achiev ing i t s 
i n t e n d e d 
e f f e c t .  W i t h 
o p e r a t i o n s 
p a u s e d , 
regulators are 
now positioned 
t o  r e v i e w 
documentatio
n ,  p e r f o r m 
t e c h n i c a l 
a u d i t s ,  a n d 
e n s u r e  t h a t 
future dredging 
a c t i v i t i e s 
a d h e r e  t o 
environmental 
a n d 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
standards.
Environmental 
a n a l y s t s 
forecast that 
the benets will 
be signicant. 
H o s t 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
m a y  w i t n e s s 
r e d u c e d 
ooding, less 
s t r u c t u r a l 
damage, and 
i m p r o v e d 

e c o l o g i c a l 
s t a b i l i t y . 
Additionally, the 
e n f o r c e m e n t 
s t r e n g t h e n s 
g o v e r n m e n t 
a u t h o r i t y , 
p r o t e c t s 
l e g i t i m a t e 
operators, and 
c u r b s  t h e 
i n  u e n c e  o f 
i l lega l  acto r s 
within the sand-
mining sector.
D e s p i t e  t h e 
positive trend, 
a u t h o r i t i e s 
maintain that 
the process is far 
f r o m  o v e r . 
C o n t i n u o u s 
monitoring will 
be intens ied 
across coastal 
s t r e t c h e s , 
wetlands, and 
lagoon be l t s , 
w i t h 
e n f o r c e m e n t 
t e a m s 
empowered to 
shut down and 
dismantle any 
operation found 
to be in breach 
of regulations.
As Lagos State 
d e e p e n s 
environmental 
g o v e r n a n c e 
across its rapidly 
d e v e l o p i n g 
z o n e s ,  t h e 
compliance by 
L A G A S A 
d r e d g e r s  i s 
widely regarded 
as a major step 
t o w a r d 
r e s p o n s i b l e 
r e s o u r c e 
management 
and sustainable 
use of the State's 
waterways.

Unregulated Dredging: LAGASA 
Complies With Government's Directive 

By Saheed Afolabi 
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postnata l  care, 
family planning, 
a n d  l a b o r a t o r y 
investigations.
The centre also 
operates 24-hour 
pharmaceut ical 
s e r v i c e s  a n d 
p r o v i d e s 
tuberculosis and 
H IV  counse l l ing 
and t reatment , 
along with regular 
health education 
p r o g r a m m e s 
a i m e d  a t 
p r o m o t i n g 
p r e v e n t i v e 
healthcare and 
community well-

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g IFAKO-IJAIYE NEWS

M
embers 
o f  t h e 
L a g o s 

State House of 
A s s e m b l y 
Commit tee on 
Heal th ,  led by 
Hon. Lawal Aina 
Musibau (Apapa 
I I ) ,  h a v e 
commended the 
Ifako-Ijaiye Local 
Government for 
i t s  e f f o r t s  i n 
i m p r o v i n g 
h e a l t h c a r e 
del ivery at the 
grassroots level.
The lawmakers 
m a d e  t h e 
commendation 
d u r i n g  a n 
oversight visit to 
t h e  c o u n c i l , 
w h e r e  t h e y 
i n s p e c t e d  k e y 
health facilities, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
 a g s h i p  I f a k o 
Pr imary Health 
Centre, Ajilete.
The inspect ion 
tour allowed the 
c o m m i t t e e  t o 
assess the level of 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
service quality, 
a n d  h e a l t h 

i n n o v a t i o n s 
implemented by 
t h e  l o c a l 
g o v e r n m e n t 
under its HEEDS 
Agenda.
During the visit, 
t h e  t e a m 
observed that the 
I f a k o  P r i m a r y 
H e a l t h  C e n t r e 
o f f e r s  a  w i d e 
range of essential 
medical services, 
including general 
outpatient care, 
child welfare and 
i m m u n i s a t i o n , 
antenata l  and 
delivery services, 

being.
Speaking after the 
vis it ,  Hon. Lawal 
A i n a  M u s i b a u 
commended the 
local government's 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
healthcare systems, 
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e 
f a c i l i t i e s  a s  “ a 
r e  e c t i o n  o f 
e f f e c t i v e 
l e a d e r s h i p  a n d 
d e d i c a t i o n  t o 
c o m m u n i t y 
welfare.”
In his remarks, the 
Chairman of Ifako-

I j a i y e  L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t 
e x p r e s s e d 
appreciation to 
the committee for 
its visit and positive 
f e e d b a c k .  H e 
noted that the 
council remains 
s teadfast  in  i t s 
drive to deliver 
accessible and 
quality healthcare 
to all residents.
“We appreciate 
the committee's 
recognition of our 
a c h i e v e m e n t s 
under the HEEDS 
Agenda  from the 
redevelopment of 
P r imary  Hea l th 
Cent res  to  the 
int roduct ion of 
d i g i t a l  h e a l t h 
documentation at 
the grassroots,” 
the chairman said.
“Our goal is  to 
make Ifako-Ijaiye 
a  m o d e l  f o r 

i n n o v a t i v e , 
e f  c i e n t ,  a n d 
i n c l u s i v e 
h e a l t h c a r e 
delivery in Lagos 
State.”
He added that the 
c o u n c i l  w o u l d 
c o n t i n u e  t o 
collaborate with 
t h e  s t a t e 
government and 
other stakeholders 
to sustain progress 
in publ ic health 
a n d  i m p r o v e 
access to essential 
services.
The Lagos State 
House of Assembly 
C o m m i t t e e  o n 
Health is currently 
c o n d u c t i n g 
o v e r s i g h t  v i s i t s 
across the state to 
ensure compliance 
with health policies 
and to promote 
accountability in 
the management 
of public health 
resources.

Ifako-Ijaiye Council's Digital Health 
Impresses Lagos Lawmakers

By Saheed Afolabi 

Kehinde Adeleye

Lagos Assembly ProposesCounselling Unit in Schools                                                                                   
ASSEMBLY

T
he Lagos 
S t a t e 
H o u s e  o f 

Assembly has 
u r g e d 
G o v e r n o r 
B a b a j i d e 
Sanwo-Olu to 
e s t a b l i s h 
c o u n s e l l i n g 
units in primary 
and secondary 
schools across 
the state.  
The lawmakers, 
d u r i n g  a 
plenary, stated 

t h a t  t h e 
p r o p o s a l ,  i f 
implemented, 
will cater for the 
e m o t i o n a l , 
s o c i a l  a n d 
improved moral 
development 
of the pupils as 
they aspire for 
successful living 
in the future.
The Chairman 
of the House 
Committee on 
B a s i c 
E d u c a t i o n , 
MosunmolaSan
godara,  who 

m o v e d  t h e 
motion, hinted 
t h a t  t h e 
students in the 
s t a t e  f a c e 
psychological 
a n d 
b e h a v i o u r a l 
c h a l l e n g e s 
which include 
peer pressure, 
a c a d e m i c 
s t r e s s ,  e x a m 
malpractice, all 
w h i c h 
n e g a t i v e l y 
affect their well 
b e i n g  a n d 
a c a d e m i c 

performance.
S a n g o d a r a 
s t ressed that 
g u i d i n g  a n d 
counselling of 
t h e  s t u d e n t s 
w o u l d  h e l p 
guide them on 
c a r e e r 
d e c i s i o n s , 
p r e v e n t 
indiscipline as 
well as promote 
e m o t i o n a l 
s t a b i l i t y .  A 
l a w m a k e r , 
L u k m a n 
Olumoh, urged 
the Teaching 

S e r v i c e 
C o m m i s s i o n , 
T E S C O M ,  t o 
t a k e  s i m i l a r 
steps in hiring 
profess ional ly 
t r a i n e d 
c o u n s e l l o r s . 
Kehinde Joseph 
solicited for a 
r e v i v a l  o f 
c h a r a c t e r -
building youth 
organizat ions 
such as  Boys 
Scouts and Girls 
Brigade which 
h e  s a i d 
promotes moral 

By Felix Kuyinu and leadership 
training among 
the youths.                                                         
The lawmakers, 
in the plenary 
presided by the 
S p e a k e r , 
MudashiruObas
a ,  i n  u n i s o n 
a d d e d  t h a t 
stakeholders in 
the education 
sector  should 
organize public 
a w a r e n e s s 
campaigns that 
will strengthen 
counsel l ing in 
schools.
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emphasised that 
she entered the 
marr iage out of 
love not greed and 
said her family had 
advised against 
the union.
“The main essence 
of this video is to 
p l e a s e ,  s t o p 
insulting my mum,” 
she said. “She's the 
best thing that ever 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g ENTERTAINMENT

N
ollywood 
a c t r e s s 
a n d 

lmmaker Regina 
D a n i e l s  h a s 
revealed that her 
m o t h e r  R i t a 
Daniels init ial ly 
o p p o s e d  h e r 
m a r r i a g e  t o 
S e n a t o r  N e d 
Nwoko, but she 

followed her heart 
d e s p i t e  t h e 
warnings.
In a video posted 
on Instagram on 
W e d n e s d a y , 
Daniels appealed 
to Nigerians to 
cease insulting her 
mother amid the 
public scrutiny of 
h e r  o n g o i n g 
marital crisis. She 

happened to me. 
She is my god on 
earth. She's been 
strong for seven 
years. My mum held 
it down. She tried. 
You all insulted her. 
But she tried. It's me. 
I'm the one with the 
coconut head. I'm 
so ashamed to say I 
fell in love. But I 
actually really did.”

Daniels went on to 
say:
“Everyone said no. 
My mum. And you 
all stop saying I got 
mar r ied out  of 
greed. Excuse me. 
No. We were not 
broke. Does that 
make sense? And 
secondly, what do 
you guys think? 
What money can 
a man give to a 
mother to get her 
c h i l d ,  w h o 
p r a c t i c a l l y 
p r o v i d e s 
everything in the 
house?”
She also disclosed 
the emotional toll 
the situation has 
t a k e n  o n  h e r 
menta l  heal th . 
Daniels said the 
p r e s s u r e 
surrounding her 
marr iage once 
c a u s e d  h e r  t o 
c o n t e m p l a t e 
s u i c i d e ,  b u t 
a f  r m e d  h e r 

commi tment  to 
 g h t  f o r  h e r 
children.
H e r  c o m m e n t s 
f o l l o w  e a r l i e r 
reporting in which 
she stated that her 
mother and entire 
family were initially 
a g a i n s t  h e r 
marr iage to the 
older pol i t ic ian. 
(Vanguard News)
The matter remains 
a  h i g h - p r o  l e 
d o m e s t i c  a n d 
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t 
story, attracting 
commentary on 
marital autonomy, 
c e l e b r i t y 
relationships, and 
the role of family 
support in Nigeria's 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
community.
Regina Danie l s , 
Rita Daniels, Ned 
Nwoko, Nollywood 
actress, marriage 
o p p o s i t i o n , 
c e l e b r i t y  n e w s 
Nigeria, Instagram 
v ideo,  N iger ian 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t , 
family dynamics, 
mental health in 
celebrity lives

My Mother Warned Me Against 
Ned Nwoko- Regina Daniels

By Saheed Afolabi 

Social Media Breakups Make Me Fear Marriage - Don Jazzy 

P
o p u l a r 

N i g e r i a n 
m u s i c 

e x e c u t i v e  a n d 
record producer 
D o n  J a z z y  h a s 
spoken candidly 
about his fear of 
m a r r i a g e , 
attributing it to the 
r i s i n g  c a s e s  o f 
f a i l e d 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 
s o c i a l  m e d i a 
s c a n d a l s ,  a n d 
 n a n c i a l  r i s k s 
associated with 
divorce.
S p e a k i n g  i n  a 
recent interview 
with HabbyFX, the 

Mav in  Records 
boss revealed that 
although he still 
believes in love, his 
past experiences 
and observations 
have made him 
m o r e  c a u t i o u s 
a b o u t  s e t t l i n g 
down.
“My parents were 
m a d l y  i n  l o v e 
before my mum 
died,  and that 
makes me believe 
in love,” Don Jazzy 
said. “But when 
you  see  messy 
breakups online, it 
gives fear.”
The Dorobucci hit 
maker explained 

that nancial loss 
and public scrutiny 
in failed marriages 
a r e  a m o n g  h i s 
biggest concerns.
“A man has to lose 
half of all that he 
has worked for in 
his life. That is those 
ones that do not 
have a prenup, like 
in  Amer ica .  A l l 
those things used 
to scare me. The 
money that I have 
amassed is for my 
generation,” he 
said.
D e s p i t e  h i s 
reservations, Don 
Jazzy expressed 
opt imism about 
nding the right 

p a r t n e r  a n d 
eventually getting 
married.
“I still believe in 

love. When I nd 

the right person, I 

will get married,” 

he afrmed.
The producer ' s 

comments have 

s p a r k e d  f r e s h 

c o n v e r s a t i o n s 

online about love, 

f e a r ,  a n d 

commitment in 

m o d e r n 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y 

among successful 

 g u r e s  i n  t h e 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

industry.

Kehinde Adeleye

Kehinde Adeleye

P.29Monday 10th November  - Sunday 16th November  2025



died.
“How una dey my 
p e o p l e ?  S o c i a l 
media, ma pami 
now. My phone has 
been buzzing since 
morning. People 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g ENTERTAINMENT

N
i g e r i a n 
mus ic ian 
T e r r y  G 

h a s  s t i r r e d 
controversy after 
claiming that the 
d e v i l  w a s 
responsible for his 
breakthrough in 
t h e  m u s i c 
industry.
T h e  “ F r e e 
M a d n e s s ” 
c rooner  made 
t h e  s t a t e m e n t 
while reacting to 
viral rumours of his 
d e a t h  t h a t 
c i r c u l a t e d  o n 
s o c i a l  m e d i a 
earlier this week.
In a now-deleted 
video posted on 

h i s  I n s t a g r a m 
p a g e ,  T e r r y  G 
addressed fans in 
P idg in  Eng l i sh , 
urging them to 
disregard reports 
claiming he had 

have been calling 
to check on me 
t h a t  t h e y  s a w 
something online 
a b o u t  m y  R . I . P 
saying Terry G don 
d i e .  I  b e g  o o , 

w h o e v e r  i s 
t r e n d i n g  t h a t 
news should stop. 
I'm doing very ne, 
please stop that. I 
beg you in the 
name of God,” he 
said.
H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
m u s i c i a n ' s 
attempt to clarify 
his remarks only 
f u e l l e d  f u r t h e r 
debate after he 
r e i t e r a t e d  h i s 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l 
comment about 
“ s e r v i n g  t h e 
devil.”
“And also, let me 
clarify this. There's 
a n o t h e r  o n e 
trending about 
me serving the 
d e v i l .  U n a  n o 
know before? Una 
no know say na 
the devi l  I  dey 

serve? Yes, na devil 
I  dey serve.  Na 
d e v i l  m a k e  m e 
blow,” Terry G said 
in the video.
T h e  s t a t e m e n t 
c o m e s  a f t e r  a 
recent episode of 
the Honest Bunch 
Podcast in which 
the singer said, “I 
sing for the devil. 
I'm falling short of 
the glory of God.”
His comments have 
drawn widespread 
reactions online, 
w i t h  f a n s 
expressing mixed 
f e e l i n g s  s o m e 
interpret ing the 
remarks as sarcasm 
o r  a r t i s t i c 
metaphor, while 
others criticised the 
singer for making 
l ight of spi r i tual 
matters.

“Yes, I Sing for the Devil - He Made 
Me Popular” - Terry G

By Saheed Afolabi 

Man Bags Three-Year Jail Term Over 
N8.56B Cyber Fraud
A

 man, Samuel 

Asiegbu, has 

b e e n 

sentenced to three 

years jail term over his 

i n v o l v e m e n t  i n 

cybercr ime to the 

tune of N8.5 million.
A s i e g b u ,  w a s 

sentenced by Justice 

R a h m a n  O s h o d i 

during his trial at the 

S p e c i a l  O f f e n c e s 

Court in Ikeja, Lagos, 

without an option of  

ne over the offence 

committed at Wema 

Bank fo l lowing h is 

arraignment by the 

E c o n o m i c  a n d 

F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s 

Commision, EFCC.
T h e  c o n v i c t , 

alongside other three, 

H a m z a t  Z a k a r i a , 

Nurudeen Ibrahim 

and one other simply 

identied as Suleiman, 

who all are at large, 

are charged on a 

four-count charge 

b o r d e r i n g  o n 

conspiracy, stealing 

and unauthor i sed 

access to a computer 

system as imposed on 

them by the EFCC.
The trio were said to 

h a v e  v i o l a t e d 

Sections 409 and 386 

of the Criminal Law of 

Lagos State, 2011.
T h e  j u d g e  f o u n d 

As iegbu gu i l ty  on 

three and four of the 

c h a r g e  a n d 

sentenced him to 10 

months and eight days 

in pr ison on count 

three and one year 

and eight months on 

c o u n t  f o u r ,  b o t h 

without the option of a 

ne.
He ordered that the 

sentences would run 

concurrently, making 

h i s  t o t a l  t e r m  o f 

imprisonment to three 

y e a r s  a n d 

subsequently struck 

out counts one and 

two.
The court adjourned 

the trial of defendants 

at large to November 

14.

Kehinde Adeleye

By Felix Kuyinu
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p l a y e r  a f t e r  t h e 

game.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 

Panthers' unbeaten 

run came crashing 

down, courtesy of a 

fearless Rebels side 

who p layed wi th 

heart and grit from 

start to nish. The 

upset of the week 

sent  shockwaves 

across the league, 

pushing the Panthers 

down to third, while 

the Rebels held rm 

in  four th  prov ing 

t h e y ' r e  t r u e 

contenders for the 

postseason.

E l s e w h e r e ,  t h e 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g SPORT

W
eek seven 

o f  t h e 

Showtime 

B o w l  S e r i e s  X I I I 

delivered one of the 

most dramatic twists 

of the season, as the 

L a g o s  A t h l e t i c 

Knights stormed to 

the summit of the 

s tandings wi th a 

hard-fought 20–12 

victory over Ikan 

Sports ,  whi le the 

o n c e - i n v i n c i b l e 

P a n t h e r s  S p o r t s 

shockingly fell 19–12 

to the Lagos Rebels.

It was a day packed 

with high-octane 

act ion,  emot ion, 

Showtime Bowl Series XIII: Lagos 
Athletics Dislodges Panthers From 
Table Summit

a n d  d e  n i n g 

moments that left 

fans breathless at 

Showtime Arena 

a n d  t h o u s a n d s 

more glued to their 

screens online.

The Knights, driven 

b y   e r c e 

determination and 

tactical precision, 

s h o w c a s e d 

c h a m p i o n s h i p -

quality football as 

they  deth roned 

Ikan Sports to climb 

from second to rst. 

“We came here 

knowing this was 

our  moment  we 

took it,” said one 

ecstat ic  Kn ights 

N
i g e r i a  e x 

international

, Ayisat Yusuf 

is ecstatic following 

her appointment as 

t h e  n e w  h e a d 

coach of  Tikkurilan 

Palloseura (TIPS FC) 

in charge of the 

T2014 age group 

a n d  T 2 0 1 5  i n 

Finland.

Yusuf brings in an 

attractive wealth of 

experience which is 

a combination of 

her  internat ional 

playing days and 

a l s o  c o a c h i n g 

experience at the 

top.

She described her 

move to Tips FC as 

an honor to serve 

and lead a group of 

m o t i v a t e d  a n d 

s u p p o r t i v e 

coaching crew with 

the aim of achieving 

greatness on and off 

the pitch.

The F IFPRO mer i t 

players voice award 

w i n n e r  s e t s  h e r 

target in inspiring 

future professional 

players while looking 

ahead to make a 

positive impact at 

the club.

" I 'm del ighted to 

Ayisat Yusuf Delighted With Head 
Coach Appointment In Finland

By Saheed Afolabi 

Warriors Flag Football 

s i d e  r e m i n d e d 

everyone why they 

remain one of the 

l e a g u e ' s 

p o w e r h o u s e s , 

d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e 

Mainland Long Horns 

in a 55–0 blowout that 

l i f t e d  t h e m  t o 

second place. The 

Raptors also lit up 

the eld with a 61–6 

thrashing of Lagos 

Alpha Flag Football, 

maintaining their 

strong fth-place 

position.

T h e  L e k k i  B r a v e s 

c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r 

resurgence with a 

46–20 win over the 

Greenbacks, though 

both teams held their 

places at seventh 

a n d  n i n t h , 

respectively.

By Saheed Afolabi share that I  have 

been appointed as 

the Head Coach of 

t h e  T 1 4 / T 1 5  G i r l s 

Competitive League 

a t  T i k k u r i l a n 

Palloseura (TIPS FC) in 

Finland," she said.

"It is a true honor to 

lead such a talented 

a n d  m o t i v a t e d 

g r o u p  o f  y o u n g 

players, supported 

b y  a n  e x c e l l e n t 

c o a c h i n g  t e a m 

alongside Nea and 

Marko. Together, we 

aim to foster growth, 

t e a m w o r k ,  a n d 

excellence  both on 

and off the pitch.

"I  look forward to 

contributing to the 

c o n t i n u e d 

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f 

these players and to 

an inspiring journey 

ahead with the TIPS 

FC family."

Ayisat had a fullled 

playing career with 

6 8  c a p s  a s  s h e 

played at the FIFA 

Women's World Cup 

in China 2007, won 

three gold medals 

f rom the Afr ican 

Championships and 

All-African Games 

(2003, 2004, 2007), 

participated in the 

2 0 0 8  B e i j i n g 

Olympics, 

FIFA U-19 World Cup 

in Thailand 2004 and 

Canada 2002.

A y i s a t ,  U E F A  B 

coaching l icense 

h o l d e r  i s  a 

p a s s i o n a t e 

a d v o c a t e  f o r 

women's  footbal l 

and equality. She has 

b e e n  a  b o a r d 

member of the UEFA 

FARE Network (Fight 

Against Racism in 

Europe) since 2015. In 

2018, she founded 

t h e  S h e F o o t b a l l 

I n i t i a t i v e ,  a n 

organizat ion that 

empowers female 

footballers in Africa, 

and in  2024 ,  the 

Ayisat Yusuf Football 

Academy in Lagos, 

Nigeria.

Tips FC stated they 

are proud to have 

Yusuf in their ranks 

a n d  t h e y  a r e 

c o n  d e n t  h e r 

e x p e r t i s e , 

experience will be 

valuable to the club's 

progress.
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